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Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
Psalm 8: A Praise Psalm

Thanksgiving Without Turkey

About a third of the psalms are songs of praise and/or thanksgiving (e. g., Psalms 65-69, 75, 76, 140–150).  God is praised for His creation, grace, mighty works, and His deliverance.  These songs are the other side of lament psalms, which are prayers of complaint and sadness.  After He has heard our prayer, what could be more appropriate than responding in thanksgiving and praise?  When our “worship quotient” runs low, these psalms remind us of the child-like joy that comes from pondering the greatness and the goodness of God.
Key Idea: Praise psalms lead us, as God’s children, to view Him in awe by pondering all He is, all He has made, and all He has done for us. 
The Story.  What does Psalm Eight tell us?
 
Lord, while your glory extends beyond the most distant star, your  greatest strength will be manifest in helpless babies.  (vv. 1, 2)


That the Lord of the galaxies triumphs over His enemies in and through the babbling of babies is a thought unmatched in the world’s religions.  God delights to use “weak things” to overcome man’s pride, and even His “foolishness” trumps man’s wisdom.  1 Corinthians 12:25-31; Matthew 11:25, 26; 18:1-6; 21:12-16

And in the same way, Lord, your glory is revealed in how you honor man (weak though he is) by entrusting Him with the stewardship of all you have made!  In this your glory is even greater!  (vv. 3-9)


The psalmist parallels the weakness of babies with the seeming smallness of man, in relationship to the big, wide universe and his big, wide responsibility to be caretaker of creation.  Adam was made in God’s image, and set in the Garden of Eden as a worshipful caretaker.  The phrase “a little lower than angels” is not a jab, but a glorious compliment.  For now, man is lower than angels, but one day men and women will judge angels (1 Corinthians 6:1-3), so the psalmist links our origins to our destiny.  The New Testament carries this idea further, applying it to Jesus, who for a while was humbled in order to be glorified.  Hebrews 2:5-9; Philippians 2:5-11

The Lesson:  What does Psalm Eight teach us?
1. We should praise God because of His Creation. 

It is obvious enough that all of this did not just happen, nor create itself.  Still, we are asked to believe in a cosmos without God, even though the deeper we go into sub-atomic particles and microbiology and the farther we reach into space, the more complexity and mystery appear.  Turning our backs on the obvious does harm to our souls and deprives God of the glory due Him.  Psalm 19

2. We should praise God because men and women are stewards of Creation. 


While Adam surely abdicated his responsibility, God never has given up on humanity, sending His Son to pay for our sins and lead us in eventual exaltation.  Although we are born fallen creatures, we still reflect God’s image in moral choices, imagination, arts, and skills.  Exodus 31:1-5; 36:1-3; Isaiah 28:24-29; James 1:16, 17 

Why does it matter? 

          The most important thing about us is what or whom we worship.  Do   your life and words bear witness to our glorious Creator?

