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Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
Psalm 11: A Psalm of Trust

What do you do with your fears?

The 150 psalms in the psalter do not all fall into neat categories.  So when we speak of psalms of trust, many would place them in the “lament” type, while others think of them as didactic, or teaching, psalms.  Either way, just remember that several psalms (e. g., 16, 23, 62, 63, and 91) are clear expressions of faith in the Lord for His protection, provision, and promises.  They are confessional in nature, and are perfect for supplying the right words when we feel that our faith might be “a quart low.”
Key Idea: Psalms of trust lead us, as God’s children, to confess our faith in Him, standing firm upon His promises rather than trying to escape.
The Story.  What does Psalm Eleven tell us?
 
Because I trust in God alone, I ignore those who say, “Just run away . .”  (vv. 1-3)


While wisdom sometimes dictates that we remove ourselves from danger (as when David fled Jerusalem, Psalm 3), our courage remains intact because of God’s protection, not our own devices.  Faith does not panic, even when frightened. “Fleeing” here represents any strategy of our own to avoid trusting God, including denial, drugs, games, fantasy, or moral compromise.  Isaiah 50:10, 11; Micah 7:8-10; Psalm 23:4, 5. 

Here’s why trusting God alone is both safe and wise. . .  (vv. 4-7)


God rules over all things.  (v. 4a) 



Nothing and no one is outside His control. 

God exists in holiness.  (v. 4b)



He is incapable of wronging anyone, even His enemies.


God knows all people. (v. 4b)



He knows what everyone does, whether good or bad.


God judges the wicked.  (vv. 5, 6)


No one “gets away” with anything. 

God rewards the righteous.  (v. 7)


He uses everything in the believer’s life for good.


The Lesson:  What does Psalm Eleven teach us?
1. Faith is not magic.  It is a “transaction” based upon the character of God.


Hebrews 11:6      

2. Faith is life. It sees and engages a God-centered world.    


Hebrews 11:1-3                  

3. Faith is life-changing.  It works within us and then out of us. 



Hebrews 11:23-40

Why does it matter?   

          Absent faith in God’s promises, fear takes over, and always leads us to do the wrong thing.  When we stand by faith, we draw upon the infinite energy and power of a God who loves and never abandons His people.  1 John 5:10-12

