 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
Psalm 122: A Pilgrim Psalm

Do you see your life as worship?

Psalms 120–134 are the “Pilgrim Psalms,” or “Song of Ascent.”  They are a “psalter within a psalter,” sung by the community going up to Jerusalem for feasts, especially the harvest Feast of Tabernacles.  Taken as a whole, they view the pilgrimage as leaving the sin and confusion of life in order to meet with God at the holy place He had appointed.  Exodus 34:21-24; Deuteronomy 14:22-27.  They speak of hope, protection, and faith, and are patterns for our own worship-pilgrimage in foreshadowing the New Jerusalem, which the Older Testament saints were seeking.  Hebrews 11:8-16; 12:18-24. 
Key Idea: Pilgrim Psalms lead us, as God’s community, to trust Him to protect and preserve us in our spiritual journey to our eternal home in Him. 
The Story.  What does Psalm 122 tell us?
 Anticipating worship with God’s people transports me there!  (vv. 1, 2)


The verb in verse two could be “are” or “were” because David connects the joyful prospect of his pilgrimage to his actually being in the city.  Is he there yet?  It’s doubt-ful, for he uses “there” language, not “here” language, in the rest of the psalm. So either we have a reflection on a past pilgrimage, or the joyful anticipation of a future one.

 
[It’s difficult for us to imagine this pilgrimage scenario, but for Jews this was a social and religious occasion for festivity that took, perhaps, a week to get there, a week to be there, and a week to return. Try to picture the melding of a really big family reunion with the coronation of the Queen!]

Gathering God’s people in God’s presence represents. . .  (vv. 3-5)


Unity: The City is well-built to house God’s people’s praises.  (v. 3) 



Decree: The City is God’s chosen place for acknowledging grace.  (v. 4)


Word: The City is where God’s righteousness rules authoritatively.  (v. 5)

 Pray for the peace of God’s people for His glory, their good.   (vv. 6-9)

The Lesson:  What does Psalm 122 teach us?

The patterns of worship in The Bible Jesus Read are pointers for NT Christians. . .

1. Worship IS our pilgrimage (that is, a lifestyle, not a series of events).  


Loving God through His Son is what life is about.  Deuteronomy 6:4-9

 2. Worship is not about ME, it is about US.    


Loving God along with others is what community is about.  Eph. 2:11-22

3. Worship is in the NEW Jerusalem, not Jerusalem.  




Jesus is Priest, Sacrifice, and Temple.  Rev. 21; Gal. 4:21-26; Heb. 12:22

Why does it matter?   

          Worship is not singing, nor being entertained, nor is it passive.  It is an acquired taste, a learned spiritual skill of those who know God.  We do not worship God because we feel like it, worshiping worship.  We worship because it is right to acknowledge Him as the sovereign and source of all in creation and covenant.  He commands us as His family of faith to praise Him, and as we obey, love flows, joy prospers, and peace reigns.  Praise Him!  

