 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
Proverbs 1-9: In Praise of Wisdom

Are you wise, or just “smart”?

We often hear arguments about whether or not the Bible is “factual,” as in “Could you really get all those animals on the ark?” or “Could all this be created in six days?” or “Did Joshua really make the sun stand still?”  Even those of us who answer “Yes!” to all three give different reasons, and even then, the issue is not “how” as much as “why.”  While the Bible is true, it is not written primarily as history or science facts.  It is written to impart eternal, saving wisdom, and that wisdom, its source, and effects, are highlighted in this amazing book we call “Proverbs,” most of which was edited by Solomon.
Key Idea: The Proverbs guide us, as God’s error-prone children, by explain-ing wisdom and the reasons to follow it rather than the path of folly and sin. 
The Story: What are the proverbs saying about wisdom?
 A Purpose Statement: Imparting wisdom is what this book is about.  ch. 1



“For learning about wisdom and discipline, for understanding. . . for endowing. . . the 
young person with knowledge and discretion.”  Proverbs 1:2, 4 

 Learning wisdom leads to discovering good choices.  ch. 2  


“If you seek it (wisdom) as you would silver. . . then you will understand the fear of 
ADONAI and find knowledge of God.”  (Proverbs 2:4, 5)
Loving good choices brings contentment and joy.  chs. 3, 4



“Above everything else, guard your heart, for it is the source of life’s consequences.”  
(Proverbs 4:23)   It’s all about your heart.

Contentment and joy mean not straying from righteousness.  chs. 5-7



“A wicked person’s own crimes will trap him; he will be held fast by the ropes of his sin.”  
(Prov. 5:23) Poor companions, laziness, and illicit sex destroys lives.

Wisdom about wisdom: How it all works together.  chs. 8, 9



Wisdom says, “I love those who love me; and those who seek me will find me.”  
(Proverbs 8:17)  God does not conceal wisdom from us.  It is on display, and available for the 
asking.  But it requires self-discipline and devotion.

The Lesson:  What are the proverbs teaching us about wisdom?

The proverbs are not a random collection of platitudes.  They do speak of everything from sexuality to work ethic, from how we think to how we act, from child rearing to business practices, from choosing a friend to choosing a wife.  But these first nine chapters are the setting for what follows, and provide the background, purpose, and dynamic of living wisely, which is to live godly, morally, justly, and with integrity out of a heart devoted to God.  And what happens when we don’t.  


Ironically, Solomon, who collected and edited the proverbs, is the poster child for the two extremes, an example of what happens when we do, and when we don’t follow God’s plan for living. If you wonder how the wisest man could become the greatest fool, realize that the answer lies in what and whom he worshiped.                   1 Chronicles 28:9; 2 Chronicles 7:17-22; 1 Kings 10:23–11:13

Why does it matter?   

          There is no formula for happiness, but there is a path to joy.  It is available to all who seek it, and to miss it is to waste your life.

