 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Proverbs: Passion and Purity

Proverbs 5-7

In the first seven chapters of Proverbs, there are 202 verses, 66 of which are warnings and instruction on our sexuality.  A subject which commands 34 percent of the material must be important, even critical, and both the content of Solomon’s words and our own experience bear this out.  Few issues are more important than the integrity we maintain in this area of our lives. 
    Key Idea: The Proverbs teach us, as creatures in God’s image either male or female, to fight for our purity in matters of sexual desire and expression.
The Story: What are the proverbs saying about our sexuality?       
Part One: 

Beware the counterfeit, sexual immorality . . .  (5:1-6)

     Because immorality has practical consequences:  (5:7-14)

     Because immorality mocks the real and righteous thing:  (5:15-19)

     Because immorality has spiritual consequences.  (5:20-23)

Part Two: 

Walk the path of sexual purity:   (6:20-35)


Prepare for sexual purity by submitting to God’s Word.  6:20-24


Practice sexual purity by purposefully avoiding lust and immorality.  6:25-35

To Illustrate:  “Seduction in the City”  A Drama in Three Acts   (7:1-27)


Prologue: Words of wisdom warn of wayward ways.  vv. 1-5



ACT I      The Prey:  The Careless Simpleton   vv. 6-9



ACT II     The Trap:  The Crafty Seductress   vv. 10-20



ACT III    The Fall:  The Costly Surprise   vv. 21-23


Epilogue: Listen, lest lessons unlearned lead to lost life.   vv. 24-27

The Lesson:  What are the proverbs teaching us about our sexuality?

Here a loving parent is doing all he can to help a teen transition into adulthood.  He does this, not by a “Just say no!” approach, but by encouraging this soon-to-be man to embrace his sexuality in the proper way in the proper time with the proper person.  That is the only safe path for the wise, and strikes the golden mean between the scare tactics of prudishness and the godless irresponsibility of promiscuity.    

Why does it matter?   

         Our culture has so overemphasized the physical that we have forgotten the context and purpose of our being “male and female” in God’s image.  The Bible begins with a wedding and ends with a wedding in order to show His pro-creating love towards His people, as the Apostle Paul clearly explains in Ephesians 5.  This beautiful, temporal picture of a future eternal reality can be grasped by all peoples in all times, and when we do embrace God’s will and intent, we escape the sorrow, shame, and heartbreak.  Revelation 21:1-4

