 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Proverbs: “April Fool!”

Selected Proverbs

The proverbs are not abstractions, but mini-portraits of how wise people and foolish people act and think.  Used correctly they becomes a tactical handbook for helping us deal with people, all kinds of people.  Today we focus on the fool.  A fool, here, is not “silly,” or a practical joker, but a consistent and willful sinner with various faces or personae.  No fool has all of these qualities, but every fool has one or more of them. Everyone acts foolishly some-times, but a fool perfects the art.  Pay attention.  Be sure there is one near you!
    Key Idea: The Proverbs teach us, as students of wisdom, the characteristics of fools, how to protect ourselves from them, and how to avoid folly ourselves.

Nine faces of the fool: What does he look like?
1.  Mocker: The fool as cynical.  13:1; 14:6; 15:12, 24, 25

2.  Hothead: The fool as angry.  14:17, 29, 30; 16:32; 22:24, 25; 25:28

3.  Sluggard: The fool as lazy.  13:4; 18:9; 19:15; 21:25; 26:13-16

4.  Immoral: The fool as sensual.  22:14; 23:26-28; 30:20; 6:32; 7:1-27

5.  Miser: The fool as materialistic.  11:24, 25; 23:6-8; 27:20; 28:25

6.  Smart Aleck: The fool as arrogant.  11:2; 16:5, 18; 21:4; 29:23
7.  Gossip: The fool as talebearer.  10:18; 11:13; 16:28; 20:19; 18:8; 26:20
8.  Troublemaker: The fool as deceitful.  12:19, 22; 14:25,26; 23:28; 29:5
9.  Drunkard: The fool as addict.  20:1; 23:19-21, 29-35
Nine follies of the fool: How does he act?
1.  The fool is unteachable.  12:15; 17:10; 26:3, 11; 27:22

2.  The fool is unfocused.  1:32; 17:24

3.  The fool loves folly and so, stays in trouble.  1:22; 14:24; 15:14; 17:16

4.  The fool enjoys evil things.  10:23; 14:9, 16

5.  The fool talks too much.  10:8; 13:16; 14:3; 15:2; 18:2, 7

6.  The fool is impatient.  12:16; 14:16; 15:2; 20:3; 21:20
7.  The fool disgraces his parents.  10:1; 15:5, 20; 17:21, 25; 19:13
8.  The fool is self-destructive.  5:23; 10:21; 14:1, 12; 16:22
9.  The fool blames God, not himself, for his plight.  19:3
Nine fences around the fool: How do I protect myself and others?  


1.  Do not honor or humor him.  26:1, 8

2.  Do not protect him from the consequences of his folly.  3:34; 9:12; 10:13; 19:19

3.  Do not dialogue with him.  9:7; 26:4, 5

4.  Do not trust or depend upon him.  26:6

5.  Do not take his advice or follow him.  26:7, 9

6.   Do not hire him.  26:10
7.   Do not be surprised or perplexed by his lack of improvement.  26:11; 27:22
8.   Do not waste your words on him.  23:9; 29:9

9.   Do not be around him any more than necessary.   13:20; 14:7; 17:12

A Caveat: Don’t be foolish while identifying and avoiding fools. 

These instructions speak for themselves, but we must never use them to avoid showing love and compassion.  These are guidelines, and not a license for becoming a “Fool Detective.”  Jesus was clear that angry name-calling has no place in the life of His disciples.  We are to be discerning, not judgmental.  Matthew 5:21-26; 7:1-6     





Why does it matter?   

         Life is choices.  We don’t choose our family, but we do choose how we relate to them. And friends and marriage partners are largely choices that we make.  Choosing wisely is to protect yourself from unnecessary trouble.

