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Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament
The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Proverbs: Words.  Sometimes they make us, sometimes break us, but always represent us.

Selected Proverbs

The Proverbs are an edited collection of wise sayings on a variety of topics.  As you know by now, however, they are not arranged topically.  For a reading culture like ours, that may seem somewhat distracting or even annoying.  But for an oral tradition culture, the present form makes perfect sense.  The Jews one thousand years before Christ used the proverbs like we use common quips and quotes, quoting them from memory when appropriate.  We collect them here on the topic of “words” for our convenience and study.  Solomon is teaching us, as Jesus did after him, to choose our words carefully, and to pick the time and place for those words just as carefully. 

  Key Idea: The Proverbs instruct us, as students of wisdom, in the power, danger, and potential blessing of words, and how to choose them wisely.

Characteristics: Proverbs teaches us that words. . .
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❏ are powerful by nature.  11, 21; 11:11; 12:18; 13:2; 14:3; 15:4; 18:6, 7, 20, 21. 


❏ from God and the wise are the path to Wisdom.  2:6; 4:4, 5; 8:1-8; 30:5, 6.


❏ can be an opening for seduction.  5:3; 6:23, 24; 7:5, 21; 12:13.

❏ represent the true Self.  6:12; 10:13, 14, 31, 32; 14:7; 15:2, 7, 14; 16:23, 27.


❏ are dynamic in relationships.  11:9, 12, 13; 16:28.



❏ point to and determine destiny.  1:22-33; 3:11, 12; 10:8, 10; 13:1; 15:31; 17:10;

19:25; 25:12; 29:1.
 

 Imperatives: Proverbs teaches us that our words should be. . .

 ❏ few and select, not many and discriminate.  10:19; 17:27, 28; 20:19.


 ❏ truthful, not deceptive.  17:27, 28; 20:19.


 ❏ straightforward, no flattery, no gossip.  26:20, 22-25, 28; 27:5; 28:23; 29:5.


 ❏ pleasant, not malicious.  15:1; 16:21, 24; 18:23; 25:23.


 ❏ appropriate, not rash.  13:3; 15:23, 28; 18:13; 21:23; 22:17, 18; 23:9; 25:11;



 26:4, 5; 29:20. 

Why does it matter?   


The Old West had a saying, “Shoot first, ask questions later.”  Many people follow that advice with their words, having lost, it would seem, any filter between their heart and their mouth.  Jesus says that evil things come from our mouths because they already were festering in our hearts.  Matthew 12:34; 15:18.  


When possible we should avoid the fools who cannot control their tongues, but barring that, we must strive not to be like them.  James warns us that human anger does not work God’s righteousness, and for that reason we must not be “quick draw” artists with unguarded comments or put-downs.  James 1:19, 20; 3:6-12.


The idea is to exercise self-control, not damage control, and think before we speak.  If we do, often we will not speak at all.  But when we do, our words must be uplifting, contributing to the good of the one to whom we speak.  That does not mean we never confront, only that when it is necessary to do so, we are not in attack/revenge mode.  Colossians 4:5, 6.  Wise people use words for peace, not war.  James 3:13-18

