 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Wise Women and Those Who Treasure Them

Proverbs 31

This chapter contains an acrostic poem (each line beginning a letter of the Hebrew alphabet) which is an ode to “the virtuous woman.”  This is a fitting conclusion to the book, since Proverbs often personifies wisdom as “Lady Wisdom” (3:3-18; 8:1-21; 9:1-11).  Further, in the Hebrew Bible (but not The Complete Jewish Bible), the next book we encounter is Ruth, whom Boaz (her future husband) calls, “a virtuous woman” (Ruth 3:11), using the same Hebrew words as Proverbs 31:10.  The words can refer either to a good wife or a wise woman, and so when you see that this poem follows the advice given Lemuel by his mother (31:1-9), we can draw the conclusion that it is the character of a woman desired by all of the wise, whether a young man seeking a bride, or a community looking for a godly example.
  Key Idea: The Proverbs instruct us, as students of wisdom, to value, nurture, and express gratitude for the gift of wise women around us.

The Virtuous, or Wise Woman is invaluable because. . .
 MACROBUTTON checkbox.wcm ☐ She is rare.  v. 10    (If you would find a virtuous woman to become your wife, you must search diligently.  If you have a good wife, you should treasure her.)

☐ She merits  full confidence from those around her.  vv. 11, 12    (If you would cultivate a wise woman, you must take her into your confidence, recognizing and nurturing her freedom to choose and make decisions.)
☐ She is a disciplined manager of both time and resources.  vv. 13-19    (If you have a wise woman in your life, you should recognize and acknowledge the many things she does which enrich your life and those around you.)

☐ She is a compassionate nurturer.  v. 20    (If you have a wise woman in your life, you should enjoy watching her caring nature overflowing outside the home.)

☐ She is prepared and confident.  vv. 21-25    (If you have a wise woman in your life, you should remember that when HER life is enriched, YOUR life is enriched.  When she grows, you grow.  Ephesians 5:28, 29.)

☐ She instructs and builds up her home.  vv. 26, 27    (If you have a wise woman in your life, then her deeds have proven that her counsel should be carefully considered, and in the case of children, obeyed.)

☐ She loves God and is worthy of respect.  vv. 28-31    (If you have a wise woman in your life, recognize that her life is rooted in her devotion to God, and that you should express ongoing gratitude to her and to her God.)

Why does it matter?   

      Like most wisdom literature, this chapter is multi-faceted and multi-layered. And while we should not take this poem as a checklist for a 21st century homemaker, we certainly can draw some principles from it. . .

1. About rarity: To find and cultivate an amazing woman, or man, will take time and realism. Virtue, fidelity, and wisdom are truly rare commodities in a person, and you should be looking for that person, not settling for less.  

2. About track record: The amazing woman, or man, is already doing well.  People don’t change just because they enter “a relationship” or a marriage.  What you have seen is what you will get.  And trust your friends and his/hers to tell you the truth. 

3. About godliness: The virtuous person’s wisdom, energy, nurture, and skills all are a function of his/her relationship to and devotion for God.  Look in the right places.







