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Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament
The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Job: Grace Under Fire

Pain and the Cosmic Battle

Job’s story is one of the best known of all Bible narratives.  While it’s often understood to explain “why the righteous suffer,” we truly see only why Job is suffering, and it hardly seems fair to us when we discover the reason.  We must look deeper for answers, for we are presented with the stark reality that God has created a universe in which suffering is not only an occasional or “accidental” part of living, but also occurs outside the normal laws of sowing and reaping, and for higher purposes than to punish the unrighteous.  

  Key Idea: The Book of Job shows that God’s wisdom and sovereignty underlie our suffering, and rather than 




seek reasons for it, we must plead His grace.  

The Hero -Victim: The most righteous is the greatest sufferer.  Chs. 1-3


The great irony here is that Job never knows what the reader knows, namely, that his suffering begins with a cosmic wager, of sorts, between God and Satan.  A second irony is that while Job is so righteous that God is able to brag about him to Satan, it is precisely his righteousness which indirectly caused his pain.  All this is important to see, because of the argument that ensues between Job and his “comforters.”


The Assumption-Correction: This world is not strictly just.  Chs. 4-31


A third irony is that while Job and his friends argue throughout this section, they really are making the same (wrong) assumption.  Both sides assume that the righteous are rewarded and the wicked punished in the natural order of things, and neither can imagine how or why things might (for now) be operating outside the principles of justice and law.  Friends: “Job, you’re guilty!  Confess, and God will forgive.”  Job: “No, I’m not guilty. But God’s actions seem capricious.”  Both miss the point (to follow).

The God-Revelation: Job sees God’s faith-enabling grace.  Chs. 32-42

God is introduced: Elihu (“He is my God”) assails both Job and his friends for missing the points that our actions neither enhance nor diminish God (it’s not about our righteousness), that He has His own reasons for doing things that are beyond our understanding, and that He is both sovereign and just in all His ways, and often brings trials not to punish, but to purify those whom He loves.


God appears: God asks four important questions of Job to give him perspective:



1. Where were you when I created the world and its creatures?



2. Do you know how the world works, even the simplest part of it?



3. Can you go everywhere and see everything to come to a proper judgment?

 

4. The coup d’grace: Are you willing to trash God to make yourself look good?


Job repents: Far from pleading self-righteousness, Job now sees in God what Elihu had said, and realizes that his is to submit to God’s wisdom, power, and grace.

Why does it matter?   


Job was part of a cosmic battle of good vs. evil.  You are too.  Ephesians 6:10-13


Job experienced trials which tested his faith.  You will too.  1 Peter 1:6-8


Job asked why God had (seemingly) forsaken him.  You may too.  Isaiah 43:1, 2


Job learned obedience through suffering.  You can too.  Hebrews 5:7-9


Job, through his trials, discovered that he must rest in God’s grace.  Have you?




Jesus died for us, so sins are paid for by His blood, not our suffering or our works.

                         Romans 3:9-12; James 1:2-18; 5:7-11







