    SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

 

     Navigating and Enjoying the Older Testament    

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

The Book of Ruth

 Grace for Hopeless Times            
     The events in the book of Ruth take place during the dark days of the judges.  Idolatry was at an all time high, and one disobedient generation after another was handed over to its enemies. One of those enemies was a cousin nation to the east, Moab, whose god Chemosh demanded child sacrifice.  And it is to that nation a man named Elimelech took his young family in order to escape a famine.  The calamity that strikes them is massive, but the Lord God of Israel turns mourning to dancing, and sorrow to joy, and at the same time draws one of these enemies into the bloodline of Messiah.
Key Idea: God ignites hope by proving that He accomplishes His messianic plan to bless us by using harsh circumstances and unlikely people. 
The Destruction of Hope: When doubt tempts us to despair of grace   Ch.1

Seven times we are reminded in chapter one that Ruth is a Moabite.  The family’s decision to leave the Promised Land appears to negate God’s blessings after the two sons take wives of Israel’s enemies (1 Samuel 14:47) against God’s warning (Deuteronomy 7:1-5).  Naomi rightly attributes her circumstances to God, but is embittered, claiming that she was once full, but now, “empty.”  Although she feels empty, is that the last word?  Has God left her comfortless and without resources?

The Dawning of Hope: When loss leads us to prove grace   Ch. 2          

With Naomi’s bitterness ringing in her ears, Ruth takes the initiative to put food on the table by gleaning grain in the nearby fields.  She “just happens” to be harvesting in the field of a close relative, a “redeemer” for Naomi’s family, and when Naomi realizes the connection, she ascribes it to the Lord, “who has not forsaken the living or the dead.”  Naomi’s dormant faith has come alive!  God has not forgotten them after all.

The Daring of Hope: When faith enables us to risk in grace   Ch. 3

Naomi instructs Ruth to approach Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer (Deuteronomy 25:5, 6) and await his instructions.  She does so boldly but discreetly in ways our “open” society may not understand.  She expresses her willingness (to be redeemed) to Boaz without exposing him (or the family) to shame should he refuse (Deuteronomy 25:7-10).  Using his own analogy (2:12), Ruth humbly lets Boaz know that he can become God’s very wings of protection for her and Naomi (3:9). 
The Destiny of Hope: When joy allows us to revel in grace   Ch. 4

Our book is named “Ruth,” but the greatest transformation of faith is seen in Naomi.  Ruth’s faith seems consistent, but our attention is directed by the author to Naomi’s friends, who (in I-told-you-so fashion) say, “Blessed is the Lord who has not left you without a redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel.”  Note, too, that these neighbors name the child “Obed” (“Worshiper”), announcing that “A son has been born to Naomi”!  We can not only rejoice with her, but like her, know that God delights in His people, never abandons them, and so gives hope to the hopeless.

Why does it matter?   


 Hopelessness is a faith infection which arises when we think that God has forsaken us.  But as we risk moving forward with the opportunities avail-able and live righteously under God’s covenant, we will see God’s wisdom in the results.  While these “results” are not all happy endings (Heb. 11:36-38), we can be assured of God’s love and a way to participate in His Kingdom Plan.







