 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

 


Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament    

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Ecclesiastes

        Grace for the Best of Times          
    What if you had the wealth, time, and ability to make every one of your pleasant dreams come true?  Would you be happy?  Here is the profile of one such person who was able to turn his dreams into reality.  Solomon, leaves us a journal of his quest for joy, and his observations are brutally honest.  His conclusions are either troubling or encouraging, depending upon whether you believe this life is all that is.  
Key Idea: While this life holds many barriers to joy, our willing submission to God’s loving sovereignty brings peace, now and in eternity.

The Bold Experiment Makes Us Curious     Ecclesiastes 1:1–2:26

The quest for joy is as normal as breathing.  But even the best joys do not bring ultimate satisfaction, for even wisdom can’t shield us from death.  Still, the wise can enjoy their labors under God’s blessing, for God has “blessed” the world with futility.

The World’s Nature Proves Us Mortal    Ecclesiastes 3:1–6:12          

God has given each of us work to do righteously and under His care, and the key is enjoying that present reality, since the cycles of life and death, war and peace, building and decay guarantee that the results of our work are not permanent.  Only God is.   

    Life Experience Leaves Us Longing    Ecclesiastes 7:1–10:20

Life is unfair, and the unfairness can make us crazy unless we know that God will eventually judge all things.  In the mean time, purposeful work should be tempered with righteous play, all before a backdrop of God-given wisdom.  Live God’s proverbs.  
Acknowledging God Grounds Us Hopeful     Ecclesiastes 11:1–12:14

Loving God (through faith and obedience) is the catalyst for a joyful life and a promising eternity.  Only God is God, so be at home with your humanity (limitations).

We are left with some solid conclusions and sound advice:  
1. It is fitting, proper, and commanded to be happy and enjoy life. 

2. We are to find joy in our work, not in spite of our work. 

3. We are to find joy in our relationships, taking them for what they are, limited by time, space, and our fallenness. 

4. We are to find joy in simple pleasures and embrace life fully.

5. We are not to go beyond our limits as creatures and question God’s character.  

6. We are not to act as if we will live forever, but knowing we are accountable to God. 

7. We are not to become so cynical about life that we neglect joy and worship.
Why does it matter?   


Our quest for joy is constantly challenged by the frustrations of life, but as believers, we can find a way to make peace with them.  Solomon is not suggesting either irresponsible partying or a “grin and bear it” strategy, but rather a joyful and active embracing of life as it really is.  To settle for only temporary pleasures of any sort is to set our happiness bar far too low.  We embrace the joys of life, not because they satisfy but because they are indicators of something greater: an eternity with the God for whom all present blessings are only a foretaste.  To weather the futility of this life, we must have a “taste” for God which comes only through His Spirit.  Do you?







