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Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament    

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

The Book of Esther

        Grace for a Time Like This         
    This amazing book has two “layers,” public and personal, national and individual.  Israel’s exiled remnant are called here “the Jews,” and within that remnant there are individual hearts faithful to all that Israel was meant to be and one day will be.  The book could be entitled “Mordecai,” whose name is used more often than Esther’s.  His faith and courage are her models, and his godly advice she follows, to the salva-tion of her people. The Sovereign Lord God of the Covenant is not once mentioned, but is nowhere in the Bible more present.  
Key Idea: God’s chosen people are victorious over their fiercest enemies through a Providential fusion of faithful people and their circumstances.

The Impossible Circumstances: A King and A Pair of Queens    Esther 1, 2

The impetuous sovereignty of a king (Xerxes) prompts a year-long beauty pageant to find a new queen, who, unknown to the royal court, is one of the Jews.  Here again is one of those bizarre scenes from the Bible which pictures God’s covenant people in the most unlikely situations.  What would be more curious than the new queen coming from the conquered people, and what would be a better beginning of a wonderful story?  And what are the odds?  (Hold that thought. . .)
The Foiled Plot: A Wise Man vs. A Fool   Esther 3-7          

Haman’s hatred for Jews is sparked by their laws (Torah) and fueled by his pride.  The plot twists reveal both the skill of the story teller and the providential hand of the Covenant God.  The two consecutive lunch scenario set up by Esther seems like stalling until we realize that the king’s one night of insomnia is what triggers Mordecai’s being honored, foreshadowing Haman’s doom.  Haman begins Act II as vice regent of the Persian Empire, and a day later is hanged on the gallows of his own making.  

The Unlikely Reversal: God’s enemies defeated    Esther 8-10

The origin of the Feast of Purim.  To view the Jews’ actions as blind revenge is to forget who their “enemies” are, not the ethnic Persians, but those who were pledged, prepared, and poised to wipe them out.  What we see is really preemptive self-defense.  History shows that anti-Semitism is not garden variety racial prejudice.  It is failure to acknowledge God’s sovereignty in election, special revelation, and world history.  Romans 9-11 gives us perspective on God’s grand plan and the Jews’ place in it.   










Why does it matter?   

“If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise. . . from another place. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

Mordecai’s words to Esther contain principles that apply to us as well.  Each believer has been placed by circumstances and gifts in a particular place in time in order to fulfill some unique role in God’s Kingdom (1 Peter 2:4-12). And just as the Jews were promised help and restoration in exile (Deuteronomy 30:1-8), God has made promises to us as well. Romans 8:28-39.  Nations, churches, and families suffer when our fears immobilize us or we are so distracted by our “exile” in this world that we forget who we are and whose we are.  Colossians 3:1-17


If it is difficult to imagine having a place in God’s program, begin by discovering what God is up to.  He is at work around you every day in countless ways, and if you know that He is glorifying Himself by drawing people to Himself, building His church, and conforming us to the image of Christ, you can better identify where you may fit.







