 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

 


Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament    

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Daniel 1-2

        God’s Plan for the Nations         
    Modern transportation and communication have made our world smaller.  And with that has come the realization of how very troubled our planet is.  We see that the wars, civil and tribal unrest, and inter-national economic haggling are ongoing, creating a backdrop of conflict and confusion.  So it is reassuring to discover that all of this plays into and flows out of a master plan.  For now, God’s people live among the nations, but eventually, all governments and civilization will fail, and in the end be conquered by the righteous kingdom of God. 
Key Idea: God preserves His faithful remnant among the nations as He reveals His plan to subdue all earthly opposition to His Kingdom.  
God preserves and blesses His people in exile.  Daniel 1 

While God’s activity in the book of Esther is behind the scenes, His presence and power are up front in Daniel.  Our author has laid out a “battle of the gods” in the very first chapter. God “has given” the king of Judah into the enemy’s hands, and the drinking vessels from the temple are placed in the house of foreign gods (v. 2).  The Lord has given His unfaithful people into the hands of their enemies, just as Moses had predicted (Deuteronomy 28). 

But far from abandoning them, God has preserved a remnant, and blesses their obedience. God gives Daniel favor with his overseer (v. 9), and then gives wisdom and understanding to Daniel and his companions (v. 17).  We will see this theme again and again in this book as encouragement to all of God’s people to remain faithful in their own “exile” in this world.  Hebrews 11:13-16

God reveals His sovereign plan to His people in exile.  Daniel 2
  
This first and most basic vision in Daniel comes through a dream to the current “king of civilization,” Nebuchadnezzer.  His vision portrays human government as a gradually weakening unity of kingdoms until the final defeat by the “stone cut out without hands” in the latter days. This idolatrous king now confesses that Daniel’s God is, indeed, “God of gods.”   


The only kingdom identified in the vision is Babylon, and it is portrayed as gold.  Note that the dominion given to Nebuchadnezzar (2:37, 38) is similar to that given to Adam (Genesis 1:26-28).  For now, the earth is “given” to earthly rulers.  The other three kings and kingdoms are not identified, but progressively decrease in value from gold to silver to bronze to iron to clay.  Although it is tempting to try to identify the parts of the statue with events of history, the key things to see are the progressive weakening and chaos of world governments and the reclamation of the earth by God in the last days. 


Why does it matter?   

1. Remember that our nation is one of the nations.  Period.  We do not get a pass on our arrogance, materialism, and narcissistic leaders.  Psalm 2

2. Remember that all governments weaken and fail.  Our nation’s founding in Judeo-Christian principles does not guarantee its permanence. Psalm 9:19, 20

3. Remember that God is in control, and His eternal Kingdom will triumph.  In the mean time, He will bless our faith and obedience. 1 Peter 4:12-19








