 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

 


Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament    

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Daniel 2-7

“The Times of the Gentiles”
    Like the book of Jeremiah, Daniel contains a great deal of biographical information about the author.  This section is written in the trade language of the region, and is framed by two visions, one of Nebuchad-nezzar (ch, 2), and the other of Daniel (ch. 7). Both visions portray four powerful kingdoms subdued by a fifth, and in between lie four stories of how God preserves His people and humbles world rulers.  It is a one-of-a-kind narrative that helps us faithfully await God’s Kingdom.  Jesus promised that Jerusalem would be controlled by others and that He would return after “the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24).
Key Idea: Israel’s failure under the Law gave way to Gentile world dominion and lawlessness to continue until the Son comes in judgment.
The Five Kingdoms to Come: Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue Vision.  Chapter 2

This first vision sets the stage and gives a context for all that follow.       Babylon will be succeeded by three more kingdoms less and less sovereign and organized. The divided iron legs eventually give way to the impossible iron/clay non-mixture, which is crushed by the great stone that becomes a mountain.  Even if the three are Persia, Greece, and Rome, note that the pulverization does not take place until the latter days and a new set of kings. 
Four Portraits of God’s providential power and preservation.  Chs. 3-6

This section consists of carefully selected events from seventy years of historical possibilities, not a set of random occurrences.  The two chapters dealing with the pride of the Gentile rulers are in the precise center between two attempts to coerce idolatry from God’s faithful people.

  

The Golden Image and the Fiery Furnace     Chapter 3



The Humiliation and Humility of Nebuchadnezzar    Chapter 4



The Pride and Judgment of Belshazzar    Chapter 5



The Idolatry Plot and the Lion’s Den    Chapter 6

The Five Kingdoms to Come: Daniel’s Beast Vision.  Chapter 7

While Nebuchadnezzar’s vision portrays a single statue of metals, Daniel’s presents the kingdoms as four beasts.  The first three are recognizable (as Lion, Bear, and Leopard), but the fourth is horrific and unidentifiable, different from the others in brute strength.  In the latter days, apparently coercion will enforce the unity of these otherwise unmixable parts.  And force will be directed against God’s people by a power hungry king who will be stopped only by God’s judgment.  The “Son of Man” will receive the Kingdom.

Why does it matter?   

    We must see the big picture.  The Apostle Paul calls Satan the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), for the nations worship a myriad of false gods and demons in his name (1 Cor. 10:20).  Jesus’ death and resurrection have proven His right to rule, purchasing a way for anyone to be made right with God.  We now await His return to end “the times of the Gentiles,” and rather than creating a paradise for ourselves, we are to join the Gospel counter revolution so that many from these nations will believe.  Matt. 28:18-20







