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The Bible Jesus Read

 

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament    

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Daniel 8-12

“Thy Kingdom Come. . .”

The second half of Daniel is different in tone and target audience from the first. While many of the images (beasts, horns, the number four) remain the same, the message shifts from warning Gentile powers of judgment to preparing God’s people for persecution.  We find that Israel is not going to be returned to her past glory at the end of the seventy years’ captivity under a mighty king.  Sins must be atoned for, centuries must pass, and Messiah killed!  The intervening time will be tumultuous, and the latter days will bring the wrath of an evil king bent on the saints’ destruction.  Patience, anyone?  Luke 21:5-27
Key Idea: While Daniel’s prophecies were never meant to answer all questions, they accurately portray the victory of Messiah over His enemy.
The Ram and the Goat    Chapter 8

The Medes and Persians would be conquered by the Greeks, and the empire (of Alexander the Great, as it turns out), will be divided into four pieces among four rulers.  Another ruler will arise to harass God’s people. Daniel is physically ill and does not understand. This non-understanding is a theme carried through to the very end of the book as part of its key message.

The Prayer and the Promise    Chapter 9

Nearing the end of Jeremiah’s prophesied 70 years’ captivity (Jer. 25:11), Daniel prays repentance for the nation and is rewarded with another prophecy on the next 490 years, near the end of which (Daniel 9:26) Messiah appears but is “cut off” and Jerusalem destroyed. Ever wonder why the Magi (Matt. 2:1; Dan. 1:20; 2:2) expected the Messiah?  Were they studying Daniel?

The Angel and the Antichrist    Chapters 10, 11

This complex vision fills in some details of the visions and prophecies of chapters 8 and 9.  From Alexander’s divided empire one will rise to conquer and invade the Holy Land.  But the vision goes even further into the future to show that another evil ruler will do similarly in the last days.  2 Thess. 2:1-12

The Prophetic Q & A    Chapter 12

Although the angel came to give Daniel insight, he wants more because he does not understand (v. 8).  He is told to accept what has been given, and “seal up” the message until the time of the end.  Good counsel for us as well. 



Why does it matter?   


It would seem that the only thing larger than the speculations about the last days is the arrogance of those who make them.  The reality presented so clearly here is that God’s revelation of future events is general and far from complete, demanding humility, not sanctified guessing. There is no accurate chart of the future, and the more “details” the charts contain, the less accurate they will be.  But those who live these things will see them clearly because Daniel’s prophecies THEN will be clearly understood.  Deuteronomy 29:29 


Our task is to follow Jesus, the Messiah Daniel predicted, and to share with the nations His message and anticipate His return.  Are you ready?







