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The Bible Jesus Read

 


Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament    

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)   

Ezra: The Return of Israel, Part One

Religion, not Righteousness, A Temple, not THE Temple


Ezra and Nehemiah originally were one book in the Jewish Bible, for both narrate the return of Israel from Jeremiah’s predicted exile.  And both see the return as bittersweet.  While God has worked in the hearts of kings to enable the Israelites’ repatriation and rebuilding, He clearly has not yet given them a new heart as promised (Jer. 31; Ezek. 36, 37).  The new temple is a shadow of its former self under Solomon, and while Ezra is reading and explaining the Torah, the people have repeated the grave error of intermarriage with the Caananites which led to disaster (Num. 25; Judges 3). The good news: the greater promises of God are still to be fulfilled in the Son of David.
Key Idea: Although God’s mercy orchestrated Israel’s return to the Promised Land, the New Covenant promises remained unfulfilled (awaiting Messiah).
The Temple Rebuilt: God keeps His promises    Ezra 1-6

A greatly downsized temple finally is completed, after opposition from enemies and apathy of the people.  The prophet Haggai helps us see that although this temple is a temporary victory under God’s direct-ion, it is but a shadow of the last days Temple reality of God’s people.  

The Law Remembered: God retains a worshiping remnant    Ezra 7, 8


Ezra, the scribe and expert in the Law is decreed (by the Persian king Artaxerxes, see Nehemiah 1) to go to Jerusalem to oversee the worship of the temple and obedience of the people to the law of Moses (Ezra 7:14, 23).  Other leaders, elders, Levites, and priests returned with him to oversee the guidance under God’s law. 

The Covenant Broken: God restores a repentant people    Ezra 9, 10

This passage recalls / reenacts the scene of The Golden Calf.  Just as the Law of Moses was broken as it was being delivered, here the Law is transgressed as it was being reinstated.  Ezra’s prayer reflects the horror of sin that only the righteous can feel.  While there is repentance, the social and spiritual damage are severe, and there is at this point no real evidence of heart change.  The book ends sadly with a list of offenders.  

Why does it matter?   


Ezra and Nehemiah help us see more clearly the failure of Israel under the Law.  While there are many thing that are encouraging about the restoration of Israel, it is evident that the glorious future predicted for God’s people was not meant to occur from this re-gathering or any like it.


Two realities are revealed: First, the Law could never and would never save anyone.  This is why the Apostle Paul is so adamant that no one can be justified by keeping the Law or “being good.”  Galatians and Romans argue this. Steven was stoned for saying this (Acts 7:51-53).  Are you trusting God or trying to earn heaven?  Second, the best is yet to come.  God never intended to put a BAND-AID on this fallen world and have us limp along as best we can.  There is coming a new heaven and new earth, free from sin and temptation, thanks to the work of the risen Christ.  Don’t miss it!  2 Peter 3:1-13







