 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1          The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
1 Chronicles 17-29: The Reign of David

         “On earth as it is in heaven. . .” Or, What would Messiah do?


In Samuel / Kings, David is a great king who overcomes harassment from Saul, reaps the consequences of his immorality, fails to curb the dysfunction of his family, fights a civil war with son Absalom, and finally must deal with son Adonijah, who has himself crowned king ahead of Solomon.  Why is none of this in Chronicles?  While Samuel / Kings show the reason for Israel’s fall and exile, Chronicles eyes the as-yet-unfulfilled Davidic Covenant. Chronicles is not so much moral history as idealistic future, when the King would not disappoint, but would transform, expand, and fulfill the Covenant.  Jn. 2:18-22   
Key Idea: To encourage Israel not to abandon God, Chronicles shows that God had not abandoned Israel, but through David foreshadows Messiah.
David’s Covenant I: God’s ideal king subdues his enemies.     


1 Chronicles 17-20   David’s “warrior” profile is completed in these chapters.  As the Covenant states, though, it is God who truly defeats David’s enemies (and His own, 1 Chronicles 17:8-10, 21).  The Philistines, Syrians, Ammonites, and Arameans all fall at David’s hand.  The ideal king has no defeats, for if his enemies are God’s then the battle is won before it is begun.

David’s Covenant II: God’s ideal king plans His house of worship.

1 Chronicles 21-27  David’s desire to build a temple prompts the Cove-nant promise of God’s building David a house(hold).  While the temple is completed under Solomon, the Chronicler has David gathering most of the materials and creating the design (see 28:11, 12).  David orders and organizes the Levites (ch. 23), priests (sons of Aaron, ch. 24), musicians (ch. 25), gate-keepers (ch. 26), and the army itself (27:1-24), with his cabinet (27:25-34).  

       The content of 1 Chronicles 22-28 is not in Samuel or Kings.  Here, even the plague brought on by David’s haste to muster an army (chapter 21) pin-points the very position for the altar (21:18).  The Lord answers David Elijah-like, by fire (21:26), a significant event not recorded in the 2 Sam. 24 account.  


While all of this is important, even more important is that God inhabits His people, not a building, and that is how Jesus, Son of David, fulfilled and is fulfilling God’s promises to David, not in a rebuilt stone temple.  

David’s Covenant III: God’s ideal king passes the kingdom to a son. 

1 Chronicles 28, 29.  Solomon assumes the throne with a festival and joy at the prospect of the new temple (29:9, 22) funded by David’s treasury and voluntary contributions.  But David’s prayer shows that he knows that all humans are merely “passing through” (29:15), and points to a Son far beyond Solomon.  The Chronicler is writing AFTER the exile, so he knows that neither Solomon nor any other king fulfilled God’s promises to David.



Why does it matter?   


 When we ask, “Where is God?” we should remember that David’s cove-nant is here stated and twice restated.  This is how much God wants us to know that the coming of the Son of David, Jesus, was not random, but orchestrated for His glory and our good.  He is still at work in history!  Mark 1:15; Galatians 4:4







