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 The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying the Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
2 Chronicles 1-9: The Son of David

Solomon: The Ideal Son will build God’s Temple



In Samuel / Kings, Solomon spends more time and money building his own house than God’s temple, takes 700 wives and 300 concubines, builds idolatrous temples for his wives, and in spite of his great wisdom, ends up worshiping other gods. Like the troubles and sins of his father, David, however, none of this appears in Chronicles.   Why?  Once again, while Samuel / Kings show the reason for Israel’s fall and exile, Chronicles is reminding Israel of its roots in the Davidic Covenant, looking toward the Son of David still to come.  He will build God’s true Temple-Household.  
Key Idea: To encourage God’s people in His love, Chronicles shows that David’s Son will make God’s glory his priority and build His house. 
David’s Son Preparing as God’s Temple-Builder   2 Chronicles 1, 2      


Solomon’s first official act is to worship and consult ADONAI.  That night the Lord comes to him in the famous vision, offering him anything, and his request is wisdom.  David’s son is off to a perfect start: “Not only are wisdom and knowledge being given to you, but I will also give you riches, wealth and honor such as no king before you has ever had, and no king after you will have as much.”  As he gathers the manpower and resources, the key to this section comes from the lips of a Gentile, Hiram, King of Tyre, who tells Solomon that “Because the Lord loves his people, he has made you king over them” (2:11).  That good news is repeated by another Gentile, the Queen of Sheba, recorded in 9:8.  God’s grace through the king reaches the nations. 

David’s Son Building God’s Temple    2 Chronicles 3, 4 


Most of the Chronicles narrative is taken up with building and ordering the Temple, for nothing is more important than giving glory to God.  The picture is the God of heaven condescending to inhabit earthly space.

David’s Son Dedicating God’s Temple    2 Chronicles 5-7

Great pomp and circumstance attended the Temple’s dedication, and God acknowledges His ownership by filling it with His glory (5:13, 14), and by sending fire upon the altar (7:1-3).  Solomon’s prayer (6:12-42) is matched by God’s blessing and a warning against idolatry (7:12-22).

David’s Son Ordering God’s Kingdom   2 Chronicles 8, 9

Solomon’s kingdom encompassed all of the land promised to Abraham (9:26).  The Temple was fully ordered (8:16), his power and throne beyond any other kings (9:17-19), and his wealth beyond imagining (9:27).   

Why does it matter?   


 Four themes speak to us as God’s people in this passage, written long after Solomon’s idolatry and Israel’s exile.  First, God loves us, and all we experience will reflect that love.  Second, He stops at nothing to bless and discipline us as required.  Third, He deals with us in grace and forgiveness.  Fourth, His goal is to dwell with us forever.  All of this is accomplished in David’s Son, Jesus Christ.  Eph. 1:3-14; 2:11-22







