 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1       The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
2 Chronicles 10-16: The Divided Kingdom

We Three Kings: Or, How God Works in and in spite of Foolish Leaders


The difference between Chronicles and Kings is in the way the Chronicler interprets events rather than merely recounting them, leaving out many details while emphasizing others.  This pattern continues into the dividing of the kingdom (at Solomon’s death) into two parts, north and south, Israel and Judah.  While Kings alternates between the two, the Chronicler’s focus is upon the south.  Why?  Because the North immediately falls into idolatry, rejecting the Temple and the Priesthood.  And while  Judah’s kings often are not much better, God is still blessing every attempt to glorify Him. 
Key Idea: Chronicles shows that even civil war and evil leaders can not derail God’s purposes to bless His people in any and every act of faith.
The Foolish King Who Had and Nearly Lost It All:


Rehoboam learns a good lesson on taking bad advice.      


2 Chronicles 10-12 recounts how the kingdom became divided.  When Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, takes the advice of his peer group in a “get tough” leadership style, ten of Israel’s twelve tribes defect.  While he is obedient to God in not trying to reunite the kingdom (12:1-4), he later turns his back on God, bringing discipline upon his nation in the form of the Egyptian army (12:1-4).  Again he humbles himself, but in the end the sad summary of his life was that he “did what was evil, because he had not set his heart on seeking ADONAI.” If we seek Him, we find Him.  He is not hiding. 

The Bad King Who Talked a Good Game

Abijah proves that even a fool sounds wise when he speaks God’ s truth.

2 Chronicles 13 tells a story about Abijah, whom Kings writes off as a bad king in just a few verses (1 Kings 15:1-8).  The Chronicler records his one shining moment when he at least verbally acknowledges ADONAI, recalls the Davidic Covenant, and follows God’s word, trusting Him for deliverance.  “Don’t fight against God because you will not succeed” is good advice.  

The Goodly King Who Finished Badly

Asa shows that even a wise man plays the fool when he forgets God.


2 Chronicles 14-16 narrates the history of Asa, which Kings recounts in only 16 verses.  Asa reigned over a peaceful kingdom for ten years.  When threatened by a million man Ethiopian army, he cried out to God and he was delivered (14:11-13).  But in spite of his success, and warning from a prophet (15:1-7), he later turned to the Assyrians for help against the northern kingdom of Israel.  He responds to a later prophetic rebuke with meanness and bitterness.  His life reminds us that we are never too old to blow it.

Why does it matter?   


 Pride was the undoing of all these kings.  Pride (a sense of entitlement fueled by the will to control) brings us to do foolish things which destroy us.  The antidote to pride is a quiet repose in the arms of a promise-keeping God.  He is looking for a few good men (and women).  2 Chronicles 16:9







