 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
2 Chronicles 17-28   Rebellious Royalty vs. Persistent Prophets

Or, Why it is a really good idea not to ignore God


Rather than stressing the names and details here, just remember that the author is recounting history to foster future hope.  We find that at every crisis there is a message from a priest or a prophet.  These words spoken to the kings reveal that God tests His people, rewarding the faith of obedience and disci-plining the folly of disobedience.  Even the kings who “did what was right in God’s sight,” fail to lead the people in following Torah, leaving us to look for that one Son of David who will succeed.  God is still searching for the faithful.

Key Idea: Chronicles shows that just as God faithfully sends His messengers, He rewards or disciplines people based on their response to them.

Jehosophat and Jehoram:  2 Chronicles 17-21

Their Prophetic Conscience: Micaiah, Jehu, Eliezer, Elijah
The Story:  The Northern Kingdom is joined by the South to attack Syrian forces, and are seeking prophetic encouragement for the battle.

The Prophecy:  Although outnumbered 400 to 1 by false prophets, Micaiah correctly predicts defeat and Ahab’s death.  The prophet Jehu confronts and rebukes the returning Jehosophat, who follows God thereafter, and is encouraged for his faithfulness by Jahaziel.  But afterwards, the king again joins forces with the North and is rebuked by the prophet Eliezer.  Jehosophat’s son, Jehoram does not learn the lesson, and is cursed, along with his rebellious people, in a letter from Elijah.  Ending: bad. 

Ahaziah, Athaliah, and Joash:  2 Chronicles 22-24    


Their Prophetic Conscience:  Jehoida, and Zechariah
The Story:  When evil king Ahaziah’s one year rule is over, his mother has the other possible royal heirs killed so she can reign.  But one son, Joash, is protected and later hidden by the priest, Jehoida, until he is seven years old.  Then, he plans a coronation ceremony to which Athaliah is not invited, and she is killed.  The Covenant is renewed, and Joash follows God until Jehoida dies, but under pressure relapses into idolatry. 

The Prophecy:  Following faithful in his father’s footsteps, (priest) Zechariah confronts the king, only to be put to death.  In judgment, God allows a small band of Syrians to overtake Judah.  Ending: bad.

Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham, and Ahaz:  2 Chronicles 25-28



Their Prophetic Conscience: Unnamed Prophets, Zechariah, Azariah, Obed
The Story:  Amaziah and Uzziah both begin well, but end by rebelling against the Lord, who punishes their flagrant offenses.  Jotham does well, but the people rebel, and Ahaz is evil from the beginning.  Ending: bad.

The Prophecy:  Each king is rebuked as he steps out of line.  The pattern is unmistakable: God is faithful to His plan even when His people are not.

Why does it matter?   


 We wonder, “Why didn’t they learn?”  That question we should ask ourselves, for God is at work in our time too, and through His Word provides ongoing guidance, encouragement, and warnings.  Like these kings, our prosperity depends upon how we respond.  Since His ways are perfect, don’t you want to be in the path of His blessing? Our obedience does not earn blessing, but shows a receptive heart. Ps. 1; 2 Tim. 2:8-13







