 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
2 Chronicles 29-35   Too Little Too Late

Or, The Amazing (Almost) Revival of Israel


The narrative of Israel’s relationship with God is like a roller coaster ride with a huge drop-off at the end.  But there are blessed exceptions, and near the end there are three encouraging signs of spiritual life. There were culture-changing revivals under the “good kings” Hezekiah and Josiah, with the repentance and conversion of “bad king” Manasseh (and then his not-so-nice son) sandwiched between.  These reigns span some 117 years during which Temple worship was restored, neglected, and restored, and is so detailed that it takes up seven entire chapters.  In spite of all that, no “prophet like Moses” had appeared, nor had the “Son of David” who would rule in perfect righteousness.  And so we are left looking to God to fulfill those promises.  
Key Idea: Even the best efforts of godly kings in trusting God and renewing Temple worship could not undo the effects of Israel’s unbelief.
Hezekiah: Worship, Victory, and An Unhappy Prayer  2 Chron. 29-32

Legacy: A failed test of prosperity

Good King Hezekiah recommits himself and the nation to the Covenant, re-consecrates Solomon’s temple and restores worship, and leads the nation in a great Passover celebration.  God accepts these works done in faith, and saves Judah from an Assyrian invasion.  But when Hezekiah is granted an additional fifteen years of life, his pride leads to a breach of faith and in the interim he fathers a son who will become Judah’s worst king.  

Manasseh and Son: Judah’s longest and worst reign   2 Chronicles 33    


Legacy: Judah’s worst king, succeeded by an evil son

Three years into Hezekiah’s extended life, Manasseh was born.  He undid everything his father had done, and led his nation to even worse abominations than the Canaanites whom Israel was sent to judge.  This time Assyria invades and carries the king away captive.  But a humbled heart brings God to grant his request for deliverance, and his conversion results in a restoration of Temple worship.  However, his own son, Amon, did not join his father in faithfulness, and reverted the nation back to idol worship. 

Josiah: It’s good to mind one’s own business.   2 Chronicles 34-35



Legacy: An amazing “boy king” who let power go to his head


Only eight when his father died, Josiah assumed the throne and at age sixteen began to seek the Lord.  Thus began Judah’s last revival, the rediscovery of the lost Torah, and the greatest Passover celebration in Israel’s history (when Josiah was only 26 years of age).  But he could not resist the temptation to confront the army of Egypt which was passing through on its way to another battle, and was killed in his thirty-ninth year.  



Why does it matter?   


 These kings teach us that while we are never too prosperous or faithful to fail, we are also never too far gone to repent.  We also learn the stern law of sowing and reaping, and that even though we may repent, our legacy lives on in those we leave behind us.  What we think and do matters, both to others and to the Lord.  He sees and knows all, and keeps all who trust in Him for their today. 1 Chron. 28:9; 2 Chron. 16:7-10

