 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and Enjoying The Older Testament

The Writings (Psalms through Chronicles)
2 Chronicles 36   Journey’s End and a New Beginning

The Jews, the Law, and the Times of the Gentiles


After Adam proves an unworthy steward of Creation, God settles upon an idol-worshiping Babylonian named Abram, and promises to bless ALL nations through him (Gen. 12:3).  What follows is the story of ONE nation, a people who are as disobedient as Adam, and as resistant to God’s laws.  In spite of God’s grace, threats of punishment (Deuteronomy 28), and a few godly leaders, Israel never really obeys God. So exile it is!  But the last verses of the last book (2 Chronicles 36:22, 23) ironically have the Gentile “King of the World” decreeing a temple of God for ALL nations.  Jesus grasped this (Mk. 11:17) as He cleansed the temple, proclaiming Himself as the Temple and calling all peoples (nations) to Himself.  John 2:13-22; Matt. 23:29-39; 28:18-20
Key Idea: The Tanakh ends with the failure of Israel under the Law, a call to all God’s people to His Temple, and a hope for the Son of David.
The Last Gasp: 2 Chronicles 36

Judah’s final four kings and their turbulent times.

The final chapter in Chronicles summarizes quickly Judah’s last kings as mere vassals at the mercy of foreign governments, first Egypt, then, Babylon.  Jehoahaz is taken to Egypt, Jehoiaim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, each in turn, to Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar.  Israel has lost everything: land, king, and sovereignty, all because of their turning their backs upon God.  History shows that they would never return to past glory, but continue to this day in the same condition. 


What is left?  God’s promises.  Each section of the Tanakh (The Bible Jesus Read) ends with a promise of a coming Messiah.  The “prophet like Moses” (Deut. 18:15, 18; 34:10-12), the “Sun of Righteousness” (with Elijah as fore-runner, Malachi 3:1, 2; 4:1-6), and the Son of David (1 Chronicles 17:11-15). 


 Abraham’s “Seed,” as it turns out, is not about Jewishness, but about Jesus, and “His people” are all those who are “in Him,” regardless of DNA, skin color, or language.  This is David’s “house,” the Temple and the Dwelling Place of God.  Revelation 21:1-3, 22.  Chronicles carefully points out at least one failure or flaw in each of the kings.  But a flawless One has come, and will come again, who puts away sin, and restores all to God.  Do you know Him?



Why does it matter?   


What have we learned from our journey through The Bible Jesus Read?

1. The Message: The Bible Jesus Read is a completed unity which communicates one message, which is that God purposes to redeem fallen mankind through Messiah.

2. The Problem: The first sin plunged mankind into death and separation from God, resulting in idolatry, violence, and broken relationships among individuals / nations.
3. The Witness: The history and experience of the nation Israel proves the ineffectiveness of the Law either to govern a nation or an individual, and clearly demonstrates man’s need for grace.

4. The Remnant: God grants grace in many forms, blessing those who humbly believe Him and receive His grace and judging those who do not.

