Separate yourself from your pre-Christ life(style).
                                                                                Colossians 3:5-11
Since you have Christ’s new life, don’t be guilty of the immorality, greed, anger, and lying which characterize the old life.  Instead, live out your new identity as part of God’s New Creation, a community of unity, not self-centeredness.

 

Our new Christ-life works out in our separation from the evil behaviors and attitudes of our old life (vv. 5-11), and in beginning new behaviors and attitudes of the new (vv. 12-17).  Our new self-image (dead and resurrected in Christ) will show in how we treat others.  1 John 2:3-6; Luke 6:46.
 

1. We break with the behavior of an ungodly lifestyle. 

a. We have full responsibility for our behavior.

                    We should not make excuses for ungodliness or explain it away.

b. We have (right now, today, this moment) the power to change.

                    We have hope because we are not bound by the past.  Eph. 1:19-21. 

c. Grace can free us from addictive behaviors. 1 Cor. 6:12; 9:27; 10:13
Regardless of past compulsions, we now have power to begin to say “no” to them and find satisfaction elsewhere.  Titus 2:11-14. 

d. We do not automatically “walk” (behave) where we “live” (in Christ).

That is, change requires our ongoing, conscious effort in the strength and joy of God.  We do not “just say no”; we say YES! to Christ and better things. Gal. 5:19-25; Rom. 8:1-14; Phil. 2:12, 13.
 

2. We take sin seriously and begin to do battle against it’s slavery. 

a. Immorality is put to death by fleeing from it. 1 Corinthians 6:18; 2 Timothy 2:22; Proverbs 5:3-10; 7:1-27; Genesis 39:12-18. 

b. Greed is put to death by worship (not of things, but God, who is our Provider).  Matthew 6:24-34; 1 Timothy 6:7-12; Hebrews 13:5, 6. 

c. Anger (which is self-centered, James 1:20; 4:1-3) is put to death by turning from self-righteousness, and answering honestly the right questions.
 

◆ The anger of self-protection (blame): Have you disobeyed God?  Gen. 3:12.
◆ The anger of self-promotion (jealousy): Why are you angry?  Gen. 4:6,7.
◆ The anger of self-pity (“aloneness”).  Has your anger diverted you from ministry?  1 Kings 19:9, 13.
◆ The anger of self-justification.  Do you sit in judgment of God?  Job 40:8.
◆ The anger of self-righteousness: Do you have a right to be angry? Jon. 4:4, 9.
◆ The anger of self-gratification (lust).  Have you weighed the cost to yourself and the other person?  2 Samuel 13:13-18.  (The victim asks.)
◆ The anger of self-determination.  Are your expectations reasonable?  2 Kings 5:10-12.  (Caring associates ask.)
d. Lying is put to death by recalling that we are all of one Body; only “speaking the truth in love” will edify / protect it.  Eph. 4:22-25; Ex. 20:16.        
 

3.  We draw upon the motivation and resources to live for Christ by faith in the New Covenant.  Hebrews 8:8-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

a. If these things “aren’t working” for us, either we do not believe them, are choosing not to apply them, or have never met the God who said them. 

b. The New Covenant life is one which is lived “from the inside out,” and not from any externally imposed law. 

c. The New Covenant life is lived not from fear of punishment, but in the freedom of forgiveness, and the satisfaction that holiness brings. 

d. The New Covenant life is part of God’s promise and process to conform us to the image of Christ, individually and corporately.  Romans 8:1-3, 28, 29.      
