Living the Love of Christ
Or, How do I know what Jesus would do?
Colossians 3:12-17
 

Because you are God’s people in Christ, care for one another in the love of Christ through the peace of Christ, according to the Word of Christ, to the praise of Christ.

 

 Paul has challenged us to live out our new life in Christ (vv. 1-4) by “putting off” all of the behaviors that characterized our old life (vv. 5-11).  He now takes up the new things that will replace the old, within community.  Each “you” is plural.  “One another” is used three times, and unity is named as both  goal and practice.  Christianity without community?  Unimaginable.
 

1. The election of Christ provides the foundation for our lives. v. 12a
                We do not work to earn God’s favor; we already have it.  
2. The love of Christ creates practical unity in our lives.  vv. 12b-14
                    We care for one another in all of the ways which show love: compassion, kindness, gentleness, patience, and forgiveness. 
3. The peace of Christ settles conflict in our lives.  v. 15
                The peace we have within brings into our relationships. 
4. The Word of Christ directs the worship of our lives.  v. 16
                    The word wisely taught brings grace to our heart, song to our lips. 
5. The glory of Christ is the overarching goal of our lives.  v. 17
                Every word and deed of my life should bring honor to Christ.

 

How does all of this work together in our lives?
 
1. All of the pieces are in place for us to live lives which please God. 

     Note that all of the elements, from election, to love, to peace, to the Word are already present, awaiting our response to them.  God is not waiting for you to prove yourself to Him before He blesses you.  He expects you to live for Him because He has blessed you. Are you living Christ’s rich blessings, or await-ing some new experience or feeling?  Rom. 8:31, 32; Eph. 1:18; Phil. 4:19.
 

2. God’s election of us in Christ is our bedrock of security / behavior. 

     Paul does not shy away from the topic of election with these new believers in Christ, as if it were some hidden, “deep” doctrine reserved for the mature.  Rather, he shows them that God’s loving choice of them makes them safe to love others.  This doctrine is taught throughout the Bible:  Deuteronomy 7:6-8; Amos 3:2; Zechariah 3:2; Matthew 22:14; 24:22-24; Luke 18:7; John 6:44; 15:16; Acts 13:48; Romans 8:28-34; Ephesians 1:3-6; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 2:9; Revelation 17:14; etc.
 

     Can you think of greater motivation to serve Him?  Have you been taught that “You can’t know if you’re going to heaven until you get there”?  Do you see how election explodes that notion?  HOW election works may be a mystery, but THAT it works is very clear.  Be careful of denying a biblical truth just because you may not fully comprehend it.  Rom. 11:33, 34; Eccl. 3:11.
 

3. Our faith impacts each and every one of our relationships. 

     The commands to bear with one another and forgive one another and to do all for the glory of God contain no exceptions, exclusions, or escape clauses.  Christ is not part of our life; He IS our life.  Is He yours?  Are there any areas of your life from which He is excluded?  Psalm 23; John 10:24-29.
 

4. Our relationship to Christ is directly related to and reflected in our relationship to believers in a local assembly. 

     Our union with Christ will work out in our union with other believers. Our love for Christ will show in our love for His family.  What is your attitude and relationship to the local church?  Are you a testimony to Christ because others see your love for others?  John 13:24, 25; 1 John 3:10, 17; 4:20, 21.
