Relationships in Christ, 1
Or, How do I follow Jesus in my home?
Colossians 3:18-21
Because you are God’s people in Christ, your homes must reflect His will for you in the orderly, respectful way you relate to one another.
     

The first applications of “putting off the old,” and “putting on the new” (3:1-17), are those of family. Without the proper order, no home can hope either to glorify God or foster discipleship.

* * * * * * * * * * *

Colossians 3:18-21 (NIV)

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.

20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.

21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.

Note the three practical principles which govern all relationships, and how they reflect both Christian character and worship for both married and singles:

1. Personal Responsibility: The commands are unilateral.
     Our following Jesus is not contingent upon someone else following Jesus. Husbands are not told to love their wives if  their wives are submissive, and children are not told to obey their parents if  their parents are perfect.  What is at stake here is creation order, in which God established the home in the nature of things.  There is much liberty in the way we do these things, but the doing of them is not optional.  Are you waiting for something before you obey Jesus in your relationships?  A perfect (or at least much improved) mate?  Obedient children?  Christian parents?  Our relationships reflect our worship.

2. Personal Equality: Submission is functional and spiritual.
     Submission of a wife no more implies inferiority than does the obedience of the children or employees (v. 22).  Let’s not read political correctness into God’s Word.  In the USA, we have confused the ideas of equality and liberty.  Two people in differing roles or positions in no way means inequality.  The dissimilarities between men and women are positive qualities which God has built into creation order.  Because some men have abused authority, and some women have confused submission with subservience does not make the institution wrong--only the abuse of it.  Christ Himself was characterized by submission to His Father (Philippians 2:5-11; John 10:18; 15:1; etc.).  It should go without saying that biblical submission is not fear-based. 1 Peter 3:6.

   So the Scriptures consistently maintain both the equality of persons and the difference of roles in the marriage (Genesis 2:18-25; 1 Corinthians 11:3-12; Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Timothy 2:8-15; Titus 2:1-5; 1 Peter 3:1-7).  These realities transcend culture, and reflect the deep-seated differences in the ways men and women think, feel, communicate, and respond. 

    Children are given to be brought up to glorify God (Malachi 2:15).  They are to listen to and obey their parents not only because God is glorified but because it is in their own best interest to do so (Ephesians 6:1-3; Proverbs 1).

    Are you striving against these things, or are you content with who and what God has made you?  Does your home reflect the quiet order ordained by God?

3. Personal Accountability: Authority is opportunity to love.
   The abuse of any authority, whether in the family, the government, the workplace, or the church, is a reproach to God, and will be judged by Him (Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Psalm 72:12-14; James 2:1-9).  Peter warns elders against the abuse of this power (1 Peter 5:1-3), reflecting the principle Jesus laid down (Mark 10:42-45).  Authority is a necessity, however, and those in authority must seek to serve those in their charge, and not manipulate, force, intimidate, or abuse them.  Likewise, rebellion against authority is a common theme of Scripture (1 Samuel 15:23; Romans 13:1; Hebrews 13:17)  Do those in your care feel safe or abused?  Have you asked them?  Are you a joy to lead, or do you cause pain for those who are given by God to lead you?

