Relationships in Christ, 2
Or, 
How do I follow Jesus in my work?
Colossians 3:22--4:1
 

Because you are Christ’s, your work in the marketplace is work for Him, rewarded by Him.  We serve Him as we serve others, when we work “as for the Lord.”
 

Paul is not condoning slavery. 

He is simply helping people under-stand that wherever they find themselves, they can follow Christ faithfully.

Elsewhere he explains that if a slave obtains freedom, it is a good thing, but even slavery does not diminish
 our freedom in Christ (1 Corinthians 7:21, 22).                           
                While no human being should “own” another, and the abolition of absolute slavery in any culture is always glorious, remember that many of its forms, including indentured servitude, have been a part of many cultures up to today (Exodus 21:1-11; Joshua 9).  A free market economy and democratic ideals in their present forms are quite recent.  But the kidnaping, buying and selling of persons always is evil.  Exodus 21:16; 1Timothy 1:9, 10; Rev. 18:13.
 

                Also remember that the slavery practiced in Greece, Rome, and Israel during New Testament times did not include the highly charged racial elements of slavery in the Americas.

 

Paul is transforming our understanding of work. 

Work is not a result of The Fall, but an important, meaningful part of Creation.  It was “weeds” (frustration, toil), not work, that was part of God’s curse (Genesis 2:15; 3:17-19).  Realism is important here: our calling, in a fallen world, will always contain frustration.
 

✞ Our calling, whatever it is, comes under the Calling of Christ. 

                The Lord is mentioned specifically five times, and once by implication.  We are to fear the Lord and work as for the Lord, since we serve the Lord and are rewarded by the Lord, remembering the Lord as our true Master.  This does not mean that we simply shape up because God is watching, although He certainly is.   Rather, it means that. . .

 

Our workmanship should reflect the quality of the careful craftsman rather than the lazy desire just to get by.

Our motivation to work should be an inward joy (enthusiasm) rather than a superficial need to “look good” for

the boss.

Our attitude towards our employer or employees should be one of respect rather than condescension or

 belligerence.

Our understanding of what our calling is should enable us to find satisfaction in it as a stewardship, but not our full identity or an object of worship.

 

                The key issues are those of the heart: why we work, how we work and how we treat those with whom we work.  Does your job show that you care or that you are just there to draw a paycheck?  Are you doing the very best at what you do by industry standards (without worshiping your work)?  The question is not whether you witness ON the job, but whether you witness THROUGH your job.  1 Peter 2:18-20; Luke 3:7-14; 1 Corinthians 7:17-24.
 

✞ Our calling, whatever it is, should be service for God in Christ.
                 Paul is telling us that ANY calling can be ministry.  The ideas of “secular vs. sacred” and “full time Christian service” are not Biblical.  Every person has a job to do (calling), whether in the marketplace or home, as employee or employer, working for a corporation or being self-employed.  Every calling is sacred, that is, a means of grace for you to experience the fullness of Christ, and for others to experience grace through the job that you do.

 

                 It is true that God gifts some for specific works of church leadership (Ephesians 4:11), but there are other gifts as well (Romans 12:3-8) including showing mercy, giving, and serving, which are just as important to Christ’s Body.  As long as you are enthusiastically doing your work “as to the Lord,” according to your gifts, your joy is not only justified, but commendable.  If you embrace these truths, your work in marketplace or home will be transformed.  Have you considered your work as ministry (a calling), or just a way to make a living?  Are you discontented with your work?  Will you work for Christ?
