The Uniqueness of Christ
Or, Is Jesus really the only way to God?
 
Last week we reviewed briefly the Apostle Paul’s twenty-four statements about the person and work of Jesus.  Today we follow the implications of those titles and descriptions to address the claim that Jesus is the only Way to God.

He is the Lord, 1:3

He is the Beloved Son, 1:13

He is the Image of the invisible God, 1:15

He is the Firstborn of all creation, 1:15

He is the Creator of all things, 1:16

He is the Reason for all things, 1:16

He is before all things, 1:17

The Sustainer of all things, 1:17

The Head of the Body, the church, 1:18

The Firstborn from the dead, 1:18

The One who has first place in all, 1:18

The One in whom all fullness dwells, 1:19

The reconciler of all things, 1:20

The peacemaker, 1:20

God’s mystery, 2:3

Repository of all wisdom, knowledge, 2:3

Repository of all the fullness of Deity, 2:9

Center of believer’s completeness, 2:10

Head over all rule and authority, 2:10

Center of the believer’s cleansing from sin and the flesh, 2:11, 12

Payer of the believer’s sin debt, 2:14

Conqueror of rulers and authorities, 2:15

The substance of OT symbolism, 2:17

The identity with the believer’s death to the law and sin, 2:20

Thank God for Jesus Christ!  In Him and Him alone does God’s grace reach and restore His fallen creatures. 
✦ The Old Testament Connection: Jesus alone fulfills God’s promise of a Messiah / Savior.
      What many overlook in their haste to be open to all religions is the connection of the New Testament with the Jewish Scriptures.  The Apostles are careful to show how Jesus is not an intrusion into God’s plan, but the Promise Himself.  The earliest sermons of the church were centered in the reality that Jesus alone could be God’s Messiah. Acts 2:29-39; 26:6-8; Gal. 3:17-19, 29.

✦ The God Connection: Jesus alone professes to be God.
      That Jesus claimed to be God brought accusations of blasphemy.  John 5:11-18.  If He is not God’s Son, then He and His Apostles are guilty of mass deception.  If He is God’s Son, then He must be believed and worshiped.  What we know as “The Trinity” is embedded in the Jewish Scriptures.  That God had a Son and worked through His Spirit were not novel ideas that came with Jesus.  The clear claims of Jesus will either break us now, in humility and worship, or crush us later, in judgment.  John 1:14-17; 5:19-23; 1 John 2:21-24.

✦ The Righteousness Connection: Jesus alone brings forgiveness.
      There are two issues here: first that we are sinners, and second, that God must have a way to forgive us.  That is, it is not only our condition that is a problem, but also that God is just.  He can not merely excuse us, or let us off, or pretend it’s all going to be okay.  Only Jesus can help us here, for as God, for only He, the God-Man, can provide an eternal sacrifice for us, procuring our forgiveness by identifying with us and dying for us. 1 Timothy 2:1-6.

        God’s righteousness is not so much an attribute of God as the way all of His diverse attributes converge, allowing Him joyfully to show grace to sinners.  God is Love; He also is Truth.  God is merciful; He also is just.  God is wholly other; He also is compassionately near.  Only His righteousness, revealed in Jesus, bridges these apparent gaps and clarifies the paradoxical. Romans 3:21-26; Psalm 85:8-13; Micah 6:8.                                                                                                                                                                          

✦The Power Connection: Jesus alone sets free and empowers.
      The world religions, like the perversion of the Jewish Law, lead only to bondage.  Duty is heaped upon duty, and people find themselves practicing either empty rituals or prideful works to gain the favor of God, or seek oblivion in nothingness.  In the end, they never know how much is enough, nor find power to overcome the sins that enslave them, seemingly against their will.

      How different is Jesus, who not only forgives us, but energizes and enables us to overcome our sinful tendencies, addictions, and obsessions through the very power of His resurrection.  Ephesians 1:15-23.

     Have you embraced Jesus as God’s only Son?  Have you confessed your sins and received forgiveness from the one who died for sinners? Have you refused the political correctness of our day, and believed the One whom God has sent?
