Good Works Worthy of Christ
Colossians 1:9-12
 
Know God and His will fully. Avoiding spiritual superficiality will empower you to live a life worthy of Christ in both attitude and action.

The Danger of An Incomplete Knowledge of God.
          Of the thousands of potential prayer requests, why these?  

              ❖ Because knowing God fully is at the very heart of what it means to be a Christian and why Jesus came.  John 17:3. 

              ❖ Because false teachers were telling the Colossians that there was more to the spiritual life than Jesus.  Colossians 2:1-10; 16-23. 

              ❖ Because only through knowing Him (not human philosophy or ascetic practices) is it possible to live the God-life. Ephesians 4:11-16.

              ❖ Because incomplete knowledge of God and His Word gives us a false sense of security in our “religious experience” and traditions, bringing complacency and pride.  Mark 7:1-9; 12:18-27.

              ❖ Because only increasingly full knowledge of God and His Word empowers us to overcome our shame, fear, anger and frustration (the results of living as fallen creatures in a fallen world) which tend to deceive, distract and defeat us as we seek to live for God.  John 4; 8:1-11; 15:1-5; Romans 6-8.

The “Worthy Walk” is the Dynamic of Doctrine.
                (Or, Just how does God’s Word change my life?)

The question “What would Jesus do?” is a good one, if we begin with the Jesus of the Bible, and not a New Age surrogate.  However, it is only one question, and not even the first one for a sinner to ask. 

There are three more basic questions:  
1. Our nature: How do we begin to love what Jesus would do? 

2. Our power: How do we get the strength to do what Jesus would do?

3. Our motivation: How do we get the attitude (mindset) Jesus had?  “Just do it!” is not Christian theology. 

We might say it like this:

To do good, you must be good.             

To be good, you must know good.

To know good, you must know God.
To know God, you must know His Word
To know God’s Word, you must obey it.

So, doctrine is not opposite practice, rather, the Christian life applied.  But all good works are not created equal.  God desires works of faith, not human morality or works of the law which are attempts to gain God’s approval.  We do works of faith because we have His approval.  Eph. 2:8-10; Phil. 3:3-11.

*****************

1. God’s Word known and applied makes us more and more fruitful because it brings increased intimacy with God.  vv. 9, 10
Do you want your life to be more productive of good?  The answer is not first activity and programs, but reading, meditation, and prayer.

2. God’s Word known and applied gives us patient endurance because it brings us to draw upon the infinite power of God.  v. 11
Do you want contentment, patience, and perseverance?  They lie not in the finite resources of our willpower but in God’s strength.

3. God’s Word known and applied brings joy and thanksgiving because it reminds us of the grace and acceptance of God.  v. 12
Do you want joy and a grateful heart?  They come not from earning God’s approval, but living freely in His abundant grace.

