The Goal of Ministry: Completeness in Christ
Colossians 1:13-23
Christ is the complete plan of God! Finding satisfaction in God’s long-hidden purpose (revealed now as Jesus Christ) enables us to rejoice in any sacrifice when it helps others also find completeness in Him.

Can Jesus really make me happy?
This remarkable text presents some seemingly unlikely pairs. . .
                        Present suffering with ultimate joy.
                        Christ’s ministry and purpose with our own.
                        Individuals with a Collective Body.
                        Mystery with revelation.
                        Weakness with strength (man and God).   
                        
But these paradoxes are not rare: Acts 14:19-23; 2 Cor. 1:6; 4:1-18; Eph.   3:1-13; Phil. 1:12-20; 1 Thess. 3:1-7; Heb. 12:1-11; 1 Pet. 3-5. 
 
Paul rejoices in suffering in order to fulfill Christ’s purpose. . . Because God’s special gift of ministry to him was to make known what was previously hidden. . .That is, that Christ’s indwelling presence, even in these formerly pagan Gentiles, Is the very hope of man spending eternity in the glories of God’s presence, The happiest of all possible ends, goals or ambitions.
 Why does Paul need to explain this?  Because his readers (and we). . .

--Recoil at the prospect of being inconvenienced, let alone suffering.  

(Paul says that God’s purposes are achieved through suffering.)

--Can be so deceived by Satan, trained by their culture, and tempted by their humanity (flesh) that they tend to see their own

 happiness as being in opposition to others’ happiness. 

(Paul says God’s purposes are fulfilled in a BODY, not a mob of disjointed individuals.)

--Can be so into the human present that they are unaware of the divine past. 

(Paul says God revealed a plan for the history of man.)

--Can be so easily distracted by the present world that they forget about the next.

(Paul says God’s future is the context for our  present.)

--Can be so consumed by pursuing pleasures and avoiding pain that they learn to settle for second rate joys. 

(Paul says that the goal most worthy of pursuit is the prospect of being complete in Christ.)

--Can be so taken with their own accomplishments, they become prideful. 

(Paul says that true ministry is done through God-glorifying grace.) 
 
The implications: three questions on how you “see” things.
1. What is your vision of Jesus Christ?
Do you see Jesus as an important person, or the central figure of history and eternity?  Are His goals your goals?  Are His purposes your purposes?  Is Christ in you your hope of glory?  John 14:6-9.

2. What is your vision of yourself?
 Is your ultimate purpose to avoid suffering, or to glorify God by being perfected by and in Christ?  Philippians 3:7-11.

3. What is your vision of ministry?
Is your life lived to avoid pain or to risk pain for others so they may know the fullness of God in Christ? 

Are you asking God to use you where you are for His purposes in His Body, the Church?  Ephesians 4:11-16.
