Danger: Beware of Missing Jesus because of Religion
Colossians 2:16-23
Don’t be fooled by false teachers! Because you are complete in Christ (vv. 8-15), they have no right to judge your worship, and you need not be intimidated by their “visions” or man-made laws.

Don’t let religion distract you from Jesus!
Now that we understand the wonderful realities of Christ (vv. 9-15), how shall we respond to the false teachers and their teachings (vv. 16-23)?

Don’t let them judge you on what you eat or when you worship, for those things were shadows: Christ is your reality!  16, 17
(Although religions are fond of their dietary restrictions and holy days, such things are subjects of Christian liberty, and only pointed forward to Jesus, who now receives our full worship attention.)

Don’t let them intimidate you with their mystical experiences, for such things are of the flesh: Christ is your Head! 18, 19
(While God has, at times, communicated though visions, more often than not they are not truly worship, but idolatry.)

Don’t submit to their man-made commands: Christ is your life! 20-23
 (Although religions are fond of ascetic disciplines, those things do not make us holy.  If we’ve died to the flesh and it’s influence, how can these things possibly help us come closer to God?)

1. What things do false religions and teachers have in common?
False teachings tend to follow patterns we see here.  Often they. . .

Emphasize law over grace.  v. 16       

Stress rules more than relationship (with Christ).  v. 16

Judge others rather than help them.  v. 16  

Manipulate others rather than provide biblical order.  v. 18

Demonstrate pride rather than true humility.  v. 18

Point to spirits, angels, etc., rather than Christ.  v. 18

Base authority upon experiences rather than revelation (Scripture).  v. 18

Motivate through the commandments of men rather than the life of Christ.  v. 20

Emphasize appearance over (true spiritual) reality.  v. 20

Use fleshly (man-centered) means rather than spiritual.  v. 23

     We might summarize with three general statements:

                                                                                                                                                                                           ❖ False teachers are out to control you.  They are seeking disciples for themselves, and away from Jesus.

                                                                 Acts 20:28-31                                  
❖ False teachers are out to deceive you.  They are using things other than God’s Word for their authority. 
                                                                 2 Timothy 3:13-17

❖ False not from the Spirit of God.  Their religion and piety are cover-ups for prideful ambitions.    
                                                                  Rom. 16:17, 18

2. All who speak of Jesus do not speak for Jesus.
     Paul warns against those who preach “another Jesus” and “another gospel.”  We must be careful, for many (in churches using Bibles) use terms apart from their biblical meanings. Do you know truth so as to discern error?  Do you realize “nice” people can be false teachers?  2 Cor. 11:2-4; Gal. 1:6-9.

3. False teachers are successful because people listen to them.
      Paul’s message tells believers three things: 1. Christ is sufficient.  2. The false teachers have no rights over you.  3. Stop listening to them and submitting to their teachings.  All of the ceremony, ritual, candles, robes, and tradition do not make a religion right if it is not based upon God’s word.  Neither is there any virtue in informality.  Our task is not to do away with false religion, nor reform its externals.  It is to leave it behind, and not allow it to influence us or our children.  Paul knows that anyone who can understand these ideas has the ability and spiritual discernment to reject the false teachers.  Titus 1:1-11;       1 John 3:7; 2 John 7; Rev. 2:14-16, 20-25.  Are you protecting yourself?
