Live out your new life in Christ.
Colossians 3:1-4

Now live out your new identity in Jesus!  Your self-image, desires, and thoughts must center around God’s Kingdom, not your culture’s vision of “the good life.” And remember that this is a life of faith, the full glory of which awaits Christ’s return from heaven.

If the Christian life is not lived by willpower to keep rules, nor in the fantasies of visions (2:8-23), what is its foundation?  Christ, and our identity with Him.  Behaviors are preceded by choices, choices by thoughts, and thoughts by Truth.  What we believe to be true (or good) brings about thoughts (implications) to fulfill our desires (loves, passions).

     WHO I AM  . . . WHAT I LOVE  . . . WHAT I THINK . . . WHAT I DO

Thinking something does not make it true.  But what we perceive to be true always works itself out into desire, thought, words, and acts (1 Jn.3:6, 7). In the text, five statements about who we are undergird two key commands.

Colossians 3:1-4 NIV Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

These ideas parallel our choosing between the “two kingdoms” (Rom. 5:12-21), the Spirit vs. the flesh (Gal. 5:14-26), two kinds of wisdom (James 3:13-18), and love vs. self (1 Cor. 13).

How do we apply Christ’s death and resurrection to ourselves? 
1. Don’t confuse this process with some subtle look-alike.
      Living in Christ is not positive thinking, possibility thinking, “name it and claim it,” “visualizing,” or “acting as if” and then hoping it comes true.

      Neither does God tell us these things to boost our “self-esteem.”

     All Christian commands are grounded in truths, not fantasy.  We must know in order to do.  John 15:1-8; Rom. 12:1, 2; Eph. 4:1-6; Phil. 2:1-11.

   Implications: If I do not know truth, I will be susceptible to false teachers, and will miss a Christ-centered life.  I may seek short-cuts (to relief, a counterfeit for joy).  I may begin making sinful choices based upon feelings rather than loving what is best.  Is your thought life centered in the good? Phil. 4:8, 9.
2. View your life as dependent, not upon yourself, but upon Christ. 
     Begin today to live in the freedom of the resurrection of Christ!  Regardless of the wisdom of our culture, you are NOT bound by addictions, past sins, or what others may have done to you or said about you. All of those were dealt with in the Cross of Christ.  The power of sin is broken, and you have the power to forgive.  Gal. 5:22, 23; Rom. 6:1,2; 8:6-9; 2 Peter 1:3-11.

     Implications: If I do not appropriate truth, I will be tempted either to sail away on the sea of denial or wallow in the mire of self-pity and anger.  Do you know who you are in Christ?  Are you allowing Him to free you from the past?
3. Remember that your choices reflect what and whom you love.
     Abiding in Christ is not passive, but active.  It is learning to love what Jesus loves: mercy, justice, righteousness, peace. At your conversion and baptism you were identified with Jesus Christ.  When He died, you died, and when He was raised, you were raised with Him.  Now make choices in light of your new reality, what is true and eternal rather than what is false and temporary.  Matt. 5:28-30; Rom. 8:10-14; Phil. 2:12, 13.

     Implications: If I do not understand my responsibility to change what I love, I may expect the Christian life just to “happen,” forgetting the commands to “put sin to death,” consider myself “dead to sin,” and “take up your cross.” Do your choices and thoughts reflect God’s loving Will or your own?
