Philippians:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

Do you know whose you are?

The Story: Philippians 1:1-8


After greeting the Philippians in the grace of Jesus, Paul tells of his prayers for them, since they are his partners in ministry.  In fact, their giving spirit has convinced Him that they are truly children of God, and as such will continue to grow and prosper.  He knows God’s plan for His children, and is confident that “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus Christ.”

Our Dilemma:


Our own nature, the world’s pull, and Satan himself combine to deceive us and make us believe that we don’t count for much, or that our service will be in vain.  We look around us and within ourselves, and come to the conclusion that while others may be doing well, we aren’t, because we are not fulfilling our own expectations, or life is different from what we want.

The Soul Question: 


Identity.  Whose am I?



The Principle: 

      The restored soul is an ongoing creation of God.


Our Restoration:



We see ourselves as “works in progress,” but works of God just the same.


The Bible does not counsel us to look within ourselves to find either our value or meaning to life.  Nor is the answer to compare ourselves to those around us who are grasping at material comforts in an attempt to control the pain they experience. 


The answer is not a grim stoicism or a grinning superficiality, but in spiritual realism.  That means assessing the world and ourselves as God sees.






We are holy ones, with God-provided leadership.   v. 1


We are children of God, partakers of His grace in Christ.   v. 2



We can be partners in the Gospel (God’s message of grace to the nations for their joy and His glory), and 
share intimacy and purpose with other such partners.  vv. 3-5, 7


We are ongoing works of His eternal grace and love.  v. 6 

* * * * * * *

God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

God cares deeply for His own.  If you are Christ’s, then you are loved.


Romans 8:31-39; Psalm 56:8-13

God uses human instruments.  If you are Christ’s, your work matters.


1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Colossians 3:22-24

God gives grace without measure. If you are Christ’s, He has just begun.


Ephesians 1:1-14
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