 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

The Story: Philippians 4:1-3


The life of Jesus works into the lives of flesh and blood human beings, and applies to every relationship we have.  The Apostle Paul moves from general instructions about Jesus and standing firm in Him to the specifics of a sticky not-so-private conflict in a real life setting. 

Our Dilemma:


 We often deal with conflict by not dealing with it at all, sweep-ing it under the proverbial rug.  When we do face the issues in our lives, our responses often unmask unholy ambitions and private expectations.  A mere clash of personality types or preferences easily escalates into a small war in which we defend our position with religious fervor, forget-ting what Jesus says about washing feet and being servants to all.

The Soul Question: 


Unity.  How do I deal with relational conflict?

The Principle: 



The restored soul addresses conflicts directly, in the eternal realities of our unity in Jesus.

Our Restoration:








As we live out our security in Christ, we can curb our desire to control others, accepting them and their ideas in the name of our common Savior and His grace.


Resolving Personal Conflict: A Case Study


Directness: Appeal to the parties personally.


Help is honest but gracious.  We are accountable to one another.

Focus: Appeal to spiritual relationships in grace.


Help does not confuse unity with unanimity or uniformity.

Assistance: Appeal to objective third parties. 


Help is not taking sides, adding fuel, or gossiping. 


The Apostle James (3:17, 18) describes a peacemaker as 



one with a robust integrity flowing from wisdom, 




who actively pursues resolutions in grace, and 




who has a servant’s heart, 



He gives second (and third!) chances,




he lives to do good, and is objective.  Above all, 




   
   
he has no hidden agenda, and usually sees positive results.   
(The Apostle Paul describes love in similar terms in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.)

 * * * * * * *


God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

     Three things to remember about unity. . .

The foundation of unity is our being “in the Lord.”  Ephesians 4:1-7


Don’t divide over non-essentials; unite around truth.  
The responsibility for unity falls to the individual.  Philippians 2:1-11

       
Don’t manipulate others; change yourself.   

The roadblocks to unity are self-serving.  Gal. 5:13-15; Jas. 3:14-16


Don’t promote yourself; become a servant.
