 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

“What should I do with all this money?”

The Story: Philippians 4:14-23


Paul expresses appreciation for the Philippians’ generous spirit especially in light of their own poverty (see 2 Corinthians 8:2).  Still, he wants them to know that a) his contentment didn’t depend upon their gift, b) the gift was an encouraging indicator of their spiritual condition, and c) eternal fruit can be cultivated through temporal resources. 

Our Dilemma:


We live in a materialistic, consumer culture.  Although generosity should increase with income, most people’s “giving percentage” goes down as income rises.  We learn to give what is left after we satisfy our cravings rather than live on what is left after we are generous.  We are blind to universal poverty and our own covetousness, which is idolatry.  

The Soul Question: 


Resources.  What should I do with all of this money?

The Principle: 



The restored soul embraces God’s mission to glorify Himself, and so reflects His generosity by joyfully supplying the necessities of ministry within a network of accountability partners.

Our Restoration:








Generosity grows in us as we partake of God’s love for others and begin to appropriate our resources for spiritual ends rather than fuel for our desires.

Sacrificial giving is. . .

1. A positive expression of fellowship.  v. 14


“It was good of you to share. . .”

2. A rare expression of sensitivity.  v. 15


“You alone shared. . .”

3. An ongoing expression of love.  v. 16


“You sent again and again. . .”

4. A proper expression of faith.  vv. 17, 18


“Your gifts are acceptable, pleasing to God. . .”

5. A reflected expression of God’s Gift.  vv. 19-23


“According to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” 


The Apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 16:2 that our giving is to be regular, planned, voluntary, proportionate to our resources, and subject to accountability.  See 1Timothy 6:6-19 for a clear application of Jesus’ words about our possession obsession in the Sermon on the Mount.  Matthew 6:25-34.  Just remember that money is both a thermometer and a thermostat of our overall spiritual condition.  Love, not guilt, nor a set of rules, should guide our giving.



                    * * * * * * *

God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

Generosity means fighting self-centeredness. 

 
Our giving should reflect love for others, not guilt.

Generosity means creating a budget.


Our giving will reflect an overall wisdom towards money.

Generosity means having a planned giving strategy.


Our giving is to be voluntary, systematic, and automatic.

“You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead.”  –Randy Alcorn
