 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

How well do you love?

The Story: Philippians 1:9-11


The Apostle Paul tells the Philippians how he is praying for them, so here we are eavesdropping on a prayer.  His request for them is not for their physical prosperity, or even for more spiritual blessings.  He says that he asks God that their love may abound, but with increasing wisdom and insight.  Why?  So that they will be discerning in their desires, which will in turn mean a righteous life, and ultimately to the glory of the God who loves them and gave His Son for them.

Our Dilemma:


Paul would not have agreed that “all we need is love.”  Rather, he is saying that our love can be defective or misplaced unless it is accompanied by insight and wisdom.  For all of our talk about love as a passion or basis for relationships, how often do we examine whether or not the objects of our affection are the right ones, or if we are loving them well, and appropriately to the glory of God?

The Soul Question: 


Insight.  How well am I loving?

The Principle: 

     
 The restored soul’s passions and mind are in harmony.

Our Restoration:


We grow more and more like God in our loving, dis-cerning and choosing righteously.


What we choose betrays what we love.  Raw desire destroys, but God’s love always wants the good, and the pure, and the wholesome.  We kid ourselves when we assume that because something or someone makes us “feel good,” it must be good for us. The God who made us knows that what destroys the soul disturbs it, too.  So His command-ments are not random, but the very best for us now and eternally.  We are at peace when we are being led by Him, conflicted when we stray.


Love for God draws me to seek His truth.  v. 9


I discover the best things, and why I’m tempted to stray.   v. 10a


We make better choices sincerely and righteously. v. 10b


I learn to do what is right by things and people.  v. 11


My life bears fruit to the glory of God.  v. 11

 



* * * * * * *

God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

When I love people with godly wisdom, my relationships are mutually beneficial, not controlling, demeaning, or co-dependent.



Ephesians 4:22-32

When I enjoy things with godly wisdom, they add to my life without mastering me.   



1 Timothy 6:17-19


When I love life with godly wisdom, I can take life as it comes without anxiety, and not demand that it fit my expectations.



Matthew 6:25-34
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