 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

Do I realize I’m in a battle?

The Story: Philippians 1:27-30


Paul not-so-subtly reminds these generous people of the ultimate goal of ministry, that is, to equip disciple-soldiers.  He is convinced that he will be released and brought to them, but to what end?  He warns them of the courage and unity necessary to live the life of a disciple of Jesus, because one of our appointments is with suffering.  He knows that “the normal Christian life” is a war zone where real enemies plan real assaults, and if we are not careful, we can be so intimidated or distracted that we withdraw from this most important battle. 

Our Dilemma:


We recoil from the very idea of suffering, and both our human nature and our culture seek ways of avoiding it at all costs.  So when Jesus says to “take up your cross and follow me,” we begin to realize how very counterintuitive the Christian life must be.  Our problem is compounded because we are so works-oriented in our thinking about God that any negative situation is seen as a token of his displeasure.


The Soul Question: 


Reality Check:  Do I know that I’m in a battle?

The Principle: 



The restored soul lives with integrity and courage in order to fight with like-minded soldiers in the ongoing cosmic spiritual battle. 

Our Restoration:



Our peace of mind is possible only as we understand the true nature of life, namely, to contend along with others in the steps of a suffering Savior.


In 2 Corinthians 4:7–9 (ESV), Paul speaks eloquently of ministry in a fallen world: “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.  We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.”

This explains warfare terms in places like Ephesians 6:10-20, and here tells the Philippians that the true disciple is characterized by. . .


Consistency: Let our behavior match our calling.  v. 27a


Firmness: Let our resolve be clear.  v. 27b


Unity: Let us all work together.  v. 27c


Courage: Let no one be intimidated.  v. 28


Struggle: Let no one be surprised by conflict.  vv. 29, 30

So, our soul’s restoration is dependent upon our knowing that. . .


We will have real and ongoing difficulties in this life.


We should expect life at times to be emotionally taxing.


We should expect real pain that is not “terminal” (won’t kill us).


We can rejoice that in our struggle, God’s power is displayed.


Fighting and trusting (waiting) are not mutually exclusive.


 



* * * * * * *

God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

Realism requires a clear understanding of the battle.  Eph. 3:14-21


I must unite with others in accepting spiritual challenges. 

Realism requires a tenacious sense of values and purpose.  Rom. 12:2


I must know why obedience is important.

Realism requires a firm refusal to be intimidated.  Lk.12:4-7; 21:12-19


I must view suffering as a victor, not as a victim.
