 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul


How do I live for eternity?

The Story: Philippians 2:12-18


Knowing that attitude is everything, Paul reminds the Philip-pians of just how they are to live the Christ-modeled, Christ-honoring life.  After the foundational example of Jesus’ supreme condescension (2:1-11), he continues with three distinct but overlapping commands which are to exemplify and incarnate the new life of the believer.

Our Dilemma:


Good attitude demands constant vigilance and discipline.  But we are easily distracted by the things of this life, especially in our comfort, convenience, and choices.  Always striving for upgrades to our surround-ings and perfection from our peers can keep us discontented and sour. 

The Soul Question: 


Perspective.  How do I live for eternity?

The Principle: 



The restored soul rises above a complaining spirit by living out the life of God with an eye on Heaven.

Our Restoration:



When we live our lives with God’s plan in mind, we are transformed to overcome selfishness by loving righteousness and joyfully living for eternity. 

We apply the humble attitude of Jesus day to day by. . .


Consciously living out the grace God has placed within us.  




We align our behavior with our faith through God’s power, not our own will power.   vv. 12, 13


Allowing the view of eternity to quiet the grumbling of now. 




We overcome our circumstances by clinging to the promises of God, not our own resolutions.  vv. 14-16


Rejoicing over the amazing privilege of suffering with Christ.






We become grateful for trials of faith by understanding “the down way up.” vv. 17, 18

 



* * * * * * *


God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

We can stop complaining about people by remembering that they are made in God’s image.  James 3:9, 10; Numbers 14:26-38

We can stop complaining about circumstances by remembering that God is lovingly sovereign.  James 4:13-15

We can stop complaining about things by remembering that all things are given or withheld by our Father’s design.  James 1:16, 17

"The Christian faith is not merely a set of doctrines to be accepted. It is a power to be experienced. It is a tragic thing to ask people if they know the Lord and have them start listing the things they believe about the Lord. Brothers and sisters, believing things about Jesus Christ will save no one. The devils are the most orthodox believers under heaven. It is divine power that saves. If the power of God does not flow into your life and make you godly you are not Christ's. "All who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God" (Rom. 8:14). The mark of sonship is divine power. And the mark of power is godliness; which means a love for the things of God and a walk in the ways of God." 

                        –John Piper, Sermon entitled, “Liberating Promises on 2 Peter 1:1-4"
