 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

The Story: Philippians 2:19-30


With two personal vignettes, the Apostle Paul profiles the qualities of the true servant of God.  Both Timothy and Epaphroditus aided him in various ways, and the somewhat casual retelling of their service stories presents an unmistakable picture of faithfulness that endures both time and eternity. 

Our Dilemma:


 Our culture seems increasingly bent on choosing personality over character and persona over truth, View the political landscape and you will see our many choices of beautiful people whose personal lives are questionable.  Our heroes often are entertainers, sports figures, or personalities known only for one thing, not for a well-rounded, well-ordered life.  We mistake popularity for significance. 


The Soul Question: 


Significance.  How can my life count for something?
The Principle: 


The restored soul is increasingly freed from selfishness to serve others in a life which counts for God.

Our Restoration:








When we follow Jesus in pouring out our lives for others because we know who and whose we are, we find that our lives matter in God’s Kingdom.

Service brings significance.  Because true servants are. . .


Rare.  v. 20


Unselfish.  v. 21a


Committed to Christ.  v. 21b


Proven.  v. 22


Personally involved.  vv. 25-28


Willing to risk all.  vv. 29, 30


In Mark 10:43-45, Jesus corrects the disciples’ ideas of how they can achieve personal significance.  They thought it was to be found in domination and manipulation, but Jesus explains that personal significance is a byproduct of service.  His disciples are to follow Him as the model Servant, in laying down their lives for others. 

Warning: These are discipleship instructions.  Do not attempt at home unless you want your family to be led from contention to peace and from chaos to love.


God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3
Personal significance is not self-oriented.  Psalm 73


I do not find significance, only pride, when I promote myself.

Personal significance is not ambition-oriented.   Psalm 131

       
I do not need great accomplishments to “feel good about myself.”

Personal significance is not world-oriented.  Psalm 49


I do not need to pattern my life after the world’s so called heroes.
