 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

The Story: Philippians 3:1-11


The Great Commandment is to love God with all our hearts, mind, soul, and strength.  Jesus has obeyed that command perfectly, and provides the righteous requirement demanded by nature and law for all who believe in Him.  The hope of grace in Christ is thus given to all, and is the goal of The Great Commission, for the glory of God and the good of the nations.

Our Dilemma:


 Our prideful nature causes us to reject grace by foolishly believing that somehow we can earn God’s favor by our own efforts and associations.  The Law, given God’s covenant people, Israel, thus has been turned into a supposed means of salvation, fueling nationalism and exalting self.  We thus diminish God’s glory by lowering His standards and pretending to attain spiritual ends through carnal means.  And we trade the approval of God for the approval of man.

The Soul Question: 


Approval.  How does God keep score?




The Principle: 



The restored soul identifies with and rests in Christ alone, willing to forego the praise of man for God’s approval and righteousness.

Our Restoration:



When we understand what Jesus has accomplished on the Cross, we gladly put away boasting in our good deeds and rest in His righteousness alone.
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Religion or Relationship?


It is possible to be religious without ever knowing God.  Romans 10:2-4


It is easy to substitute ritual for reality.  Isaiah 1:10-20


It is common to trust in one’s own righteousness.  Luke 18:9-14


Christ-righteousness and self-righteousness are mutually exclusive.


God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

Having God’s approval is definitive: it refocuses my life entirely.


It means spiritual worship, not trusting our fleshly efforts.

Having God’s approval is personal: it affects my life intimately.

       
It is knowing Christ, His resurrection, suffering, and death.   

Having God’s approval is dynamic: it changes my life radically.


It is an initial and ongoing decision to forsake all for Christ.
