 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reflections of a Restored Soul

The Story: Philippians 3:12-21


The great challenge in life is to know Jesus better and better as we embrace God’s plan to conform us to His image.  While we are made righteous and forgiven at a moment in time (when we believe), the working out of that reality lasts a lifetime.  Justification happens in a moment, while sanctification is a process.  While we are not yet perfect, our purpose is to pursue our relationship to Jesus wholeheartedly as we follow those who are like-minded and can lead us in the right direction.

Our Dilemma:


 Although forgiven, we are still sinners.  We are drawn off track by temptations, distractions, and even laziness.  We get tired, frustrated, don’t understand what is happening, and sometimes end up following the wrong leaders.  We forget that the spiritual life is work, as in war and athletics, and that the payoff is only begun in this life, finished in the next.  It is hard for us to imagine our life in resurrection.

The Soul Question: 


Integrity.  Do I pursue Christ wholeheartedly?


The Principle: 



The restored soul pursues Jesus with persistence, patience, and hope, in community with peers and godly 
leaders. 

Our Restoration:





  As we accept our imperfection with a holy discontent, we mature in community, through self-discipline, godly 




models, and an eternal perspective.

Principles of Spiritual Consistency

Or, How do we get off the spiritual roller coaster by growing up?

Integrity is about persistence, not perfection.  vv. 12-16



I choose to leave my past behind (with all its failure and success).


I choose to embrace God’s goal for me. (He does have a plan.)

Integrity is about perspective, not emotions.  vv. 17-21


I choose to follow godly models, purposefully refusing bad ones.



I choose to focus upon eternity rather than present circumstances.

    See a similar flow of thought in Hebrews 5:7–6:3;12:1, 2.



         * * * * * * *


God wants to restore your soul.  Psalm 23:3

Spiritual consistency requires concentration.  1 Thessalonians 5:4-11


I must evaluate constantly, and be on my guard.  1 Peter 5:6-11
Spiritual consistency requires community.  Galatians 6:1-5 

       
I must find godly models and support.  1 Corinthians 10:31–11:1
Spiritual consistency requires commitment.  1 Corinthians 9:2-27


I must not leave my spiritual life to chance.  1 Timothy 4:6-16
