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Power of the Cross

Galatians: How the Gospel Sets Us Free
The Only Way to Be Right with God!

Galatians 3:1-18

The Judaizers were leading the Galatians astray by convincing them to believe that they needed to obey the Old Testament Law to have a right relationship with God. If the law can achieve what Christ came to do, then the Galatians were living as if Christ died for nothing. Paul is determined to set the record straight by showing that salvation has nothing to do with obeying the law.

The Law does not make people righteous, for it was intended to amplify man’s inability to reach perfection. The Jews could not keep the law and are now teaching Gentiles that they must follow it in order to be justified or made right before God. 

Today's passage answers one of the three big questions of Galatians: How did you receive the Spirit? It’s another way of asking, “How do I become right before God?” The coming of the Spirit is evidence of the New Covenant (Ezekiel 36:24-28) justification and right standing before God and Paul does not question this. He assumes that the Spirit has come and that the Galatians are justified by faith. His concern is that they are now living as though they can earn right standing by checking the right boxes and showing God their report card.

So how did the Spirit come, by law or by faith?

Faith brings blessing and right standing before God...
Because the Spirit is already present in the Galatians. vv. 1-5

Because the Old Testament patriarch, Abraham, was justified by faith. v. 6

Because the promise of worldwide salvation comes to all who believe. vv. 7-9

Law highlights sin and only brings a curse...
Because the law sets a bar of perfection no one can meet it. v. 10

Because the law never justified anyone. v. 11

Because the law is for doing, not for perfecting. v. 12
Faith is the only way to be right with God...
Because Christ redeemed us. v. 13

Because Jesus brings the promised Spirit. v. 14

Because Jesus is the promised seed of Abraham. vv. 15, 16

Because the promise cannot be replaced by the law. vv. 17,18

Freedom Principle: The Good News of Jesus Christ is received by faith in the promise of God which delivers us from the curse of the law.
To apply this Freedom Principle, we must ask ourselves...
Do I believe that Christ is my Redeemer and Wrath-Absorbing Sacrifice?

Am I seeking to be made right with God or to maintain my right standing with God by legalistic thoughts and actions?

Do I continue to condemn myself even though Christ has set me free from the curse?
